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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK: 
 

Congregational Visioning and Planning Day 
Saturday August 25, 2007 

 
You are invited!  Your ideas are needed!  You presence is requested! 

Saturday August 25 is the day that we as a congregation are going to get together and 
share each others ideas about the future ministry at Trinity. 
 
Right away, after arriving at Trinity, I discovered that there was tremendous energy and 
enthusiasm for serving the Lord.  Many of those creative ideas seemed to overlap.  Some 
ideas could be accomplished right away and others might take a few years to accomplish.  
Given this situation, I felt it would be a good idea and so did Church Council to get 
everyone together to share their ideas in one venue so that we can channel these into one 
direction. 
 
How would this be accomplished? 
 
We would start of with Bible Study and prayer seeking the Lord’s will for Trinity.  Spend 
time sharing any idea no matter how small or how grand.  Collect these ideas.  Have 
lunch together.  And then after lunch, take all the ideas that we have gathered and 
prioritize them.  This would help us a congregation set goals and the vision for ministry 
here at Trinity. 
 
Now some of this has been done in the past few years.  And some it was done prior to 
extending a call for a pastor.  Now that your pastor is here, it is time to bring them 
forward in order to get them accomplished. 
 
The key for all of this to happen…is your participation. 
 
God has gifted you, His people, here at Trinity.  This is the time to come forward and 
share those gifts with everyone.  This is your opportunity to plan for the future ministry at 
Trinity.  And it can only happen with your presence.   
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday August 25 from 10:00 am to 2:00pm.  As mentioned, 
we will break for lunch.  Council will provide the meat for the meal and you are asked to 
bring a side dish to share. 
 
We’ll see you there. 
 
                                                                                  Serving the Lord with you, 
                 - Pastor Hopkins -  



FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
My fellow Christians! 
 
VOLUNTEER?  Who me? 
 
It's been said about most organizations of a voluntary type…Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, Salvation 
Army…whatever…that 20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the work and vice versa.  It is 
very hard to fuss at someone who is doing voluntary work to do more or ask them to spend more 
of their time at it.  We all have lives to live and everyone has 24 hours a day no matter their status 
in life.  But those of us who have volunteered to be a part of the various church councils must 
realize that we do have a lot of people who are depending on us. 
 
Recently, we started---at the encouragement of Pastor Hopkins---the TLC Sunshine Café.  We 
tried to have these breakfast get-togethers before and asked folks to step up to the plate to do 
them…it turned out that only two or three stepped up and since we asked for a "donation" it went 
something like this:  the person(s) doing the breakfast spent about $50 or more and received $15 
in the basket for their troubles and expenses---that may work in Washington but not in real life.  
But the new system is working beautifully…the committee currently doing the break fasts is 
making money and it will go for a good cause. 
 
Problem is getting other committees to step up to the plate…the church council will take it over 
next month and Evangelism in September…but there's no one scheduled after that.  This is a 
great way to raise extra dollars for items we need that are either not in the budget or would put an 
extra strain on the budget.  Our pastor needs a new computer…the one we have now is so out-
of-date I think it may be a coal-burner!  There's no specific budget item for this but we do have a 
provision for it…but to get one that pastor REALLY needs will cost more than the budget will 
allow comfortably.  So Church Council's profits in August will go to augment the money that is in 
the budget to get him a more powerful model and adequate for our overall needs. 
 
If you go back and check I think you'll find that when God spoke to Moses from the burning bush 
Moses had a typical human reaction---who ME?  Moses didn't think he was anywhere near up to 
the task the Lord had asked him to perform…he didn't think he had the people skills nor the 
eloquence for the job.  God told him otherwise.  How'd Moses do? 
 
We have "volunteered" to be a part of the people who help run the church---if it takes a little extra 
work the Lord will provide and will help us help ourselves.  Please help out, these breakfasts are 
working out well---they are great for fellowship and welcoming new and prospective members and 
visitors.  It will be a huge help as it becomes traditional but it cannot stop as soon as it gets 
started.  Someone once said:  "If you want an orchard today, you must have planted it a long time 
ago."  Let's get those seeds in the ground and see what grows! 
 
Godspeed, Bill 
 

**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



BOARD OF ELDERS 
YOU’RE IN ORDER 
 
At one of the adult VBS studies offered this year, the subject was the decidedly unBiblical Harry 
Potter. But was the subject un-Christian? Extraordinarily popular, yes, since the latest episode 
just sold 8.3 million copies in one day (July 21st) in one country (the USA). Moral, yes – the series 
of seven books has a high moral tone throughout, speaking out clearly and forcefully against evil; 
even when the protagonist behaves badly (be it anger, jealousy, or dishonesty), the reader knows 
it. But spiritual? Can’t be – it is all about magic and the Bible condemns magic (see Rev. 21:8, for 
starters).  
 
This argument is not as persuasive as it at first sounds. C. S. Lewis surely the outstanding 
Christian apologist of the 20th century wrote a magical series of Christian allegories, The Narnia 
Chronicles, of noteworthy popularity. His close Christian friend, J. R. R. Tolkien was none-too-
shabby in the same line of work; his The Lord of the Rings, a trilogy full of magic, wizards and 
demons chronicling a struggle between good and evil was also, oh, modestly popular. So how 
about Harry?  
 
Like Tolkien’s work, HP is not explicitly Christian but is loaded with Christian symbolism and 
themes. From the first chapter of the first book where we learn of the sacrificial love that saved 
Harry when he was a helpless infant, Christ is present in all but name. Unless you want to count 
Harry’s name as Harry=heir and Potter=God (see Is. 64:8). Or his father’s name as 
James=brother of Jesus and mother Lily=resurrection flower. Then there’s Dumbledore, a Christ 
figure in that his first name “Albus” means “white”, he owns a phoenix bird, known since the 
Middle Ages as the resurrection bird, and he dies at the hand of a disciple just after offering 
forgiveness to an enemy.  
 
Let us admit that vivid imagery and story can reach where preaching fails to penetrate and 
opening a discussion with strangers, friends, young and old with “what did you think of the latest 
Harry Potter” could be a great lead-in to witnessing. Point out that Harry had a beloved godfather 
so he must have been baptized. That will get a rise out of any HP fan! Then there is that symbol 
of Christ, the unicorn, and the Elixir of Life. Oh, and the Goblet of Fire? The Holy Grail.  
 
So, enjoy the movie and read the books with delight. Why not - you are already a member of the 
Order of the Phoenix. You serve a Lord, one of Light and Love and not of darkness and hate. Let 
everyone know.  
 
                                                                              Mark Pavlin 

  Head Elder 
 
***** 

 

 



BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 
A big thank you to everyone who supported Social Ministry's Sunshine Cafe during the month of 
July.  We are using the funds to provide a package of appreciation gifts for the families of our 
deployed soldiers to show them that we see their sacrifices and support them during the absence 
of their soldiers.  Items included will be coupons for oil changes, car washes, babysitting services, 
prepared meals, movie rentals and gift cards for use at the post commissaries.  We hope to 
present these gifts at a special event at church where they will be recognized.  More about this at 
the beginning of September. 
 
Thanks also for the contributions to Jon Collins' ministry in Iraq.  The toys and personal items 
should be enroute to Jon before this newsletter reaches you.  We will be anxious to hear the 
reactions of these people across the world to your generous gifts.  The contributions of cash for 
shipping are especially appreciated. 
 
We would like to remind you that we are still collecting underwear and socks for the Old 
Savannah City Mission.  As the bin in the Social Hall gets filled we will deliver the items to them.  
It never ceases to amaze us that whenever we make such a delivery we are told that it arrived at 
the most opportune time.  This convinces us of God's hand in this ministry. 
 
Cooking Class will continue to be on the third Saturday of each month.   
 
During August we will have a special treat.  Anna Lewis has agreed to teach a class on authentic 
Cajun Chicken Sausage Gumbo. If you would like to have a space in the class, please let Sharon 
know.  Space is limited so don't wait. August 18th is the date. 
 
Social Ministry meets on the second Monday of the month. August's meeting will be at the home 
of Chip and Leann.  Dinner is at 6:30 with our business meeting to follow.  Call Leann at 844-
8003 for directions.  Everyone who wants to help us reach out to our community and church 
family is welcome to come. More hands will enable us to do more work. 

 
***** 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM   
 
 Several years ago while serving on the Evangelism Committee with Bud Schneider, I 
mentioned I found it difficult to witness.  His response was, when in conversation with some one, 
just ask, "Do you know my friend Jesus?"  He mentioned once you ask that question, it just flows. 
 
 We, the Evangelism Committee, have made it easier for you to share your friend Jesus.  
We took Barbara Maas' idea of business cards for one and all.  Leann Grefski designed, Yvette 
Crowe printed and we packaged them along with some pocket crosses.  These little plastic bags 
will make it easy to carry and find in your purse.  Give them to family and friends inviting them to 
attend our church and meet your friend Jesus.  Crosses put into a hand with the words, "I,m 
praying for you," can make that person's day. 
 
 Replacement cards and crosses are available in fishbowls on a table in the narthex.  
Good fishing! 
 
 Thank you, Greeters.  Isn't it a joyful experience?  If you wish to be a greeter and are not 
on my list, please phone me, 961-7573. 
 
                                                                         Serving Christ, 
                                                                         Willy Harris, Chairman 
 

***** 



BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
August Congregational Work Day – Saturday, August 11, 9-12, L.O.L 

Work Day July work day was a busy, hot, and very successful.  We had lots of willing hands show 
up and tackled several larger and many smaller projects.  We were honored to have the help of 
several our teens and ‘tweens this Saturday and they were a big help in sprucing up the Woodley 
corner, hanging banners, and laying weed stop around the back of the church. Way to go folks! 
We also tackled a lot of fix up and repair projects and landscape work.  Our great crew included 
Pastor, Donna and the Hopkins friend Cheryl (you can bet she won’t be back soon!), Bruce & 
Judy, Butch, Leslie & James Allen, Rich Mizell, Matt, Erin, Paul & Jocelyn Willis, Greg Bergman, 
Mike Vaughn, Dylan & Matt & Paloma, Jackie Moss and of course, Lunch (mostly) on  Linda.  
Michelle came in time from her other meeting to do quality control. All in all, a great crew and a 
great day that really kept me hopping.  Thanks also to the folks that contributed to the great 
lunch.   

August work day will be on August 11th, so mark your calendars and hope to see you there.   

Kitchens ‘N Stuff Just a reminder to groups that use the facilities that we do not have full time 
janitorial coverage and we depend on user groups to clean up after themselves and leave only 
your footprints. We have successfully completed VBS complete with the evening meals and have 
done so without stressing the building to much and, by and large, left the building in very good 
condition.  Removing trash is also a key to keeping the varmints out of the building. Thanks for 
your continuing help in keeping the place in good shape.  

Building Use Sub-committee As I stated last month, I am to setting up a committee to develop 
programs, processes, and procedures related to the use of the Trinity campus, particularly by 
non-members or outside groups.  I am looking for some volunteers to help this start up effort 
which is long overdue.  It will initially involve figuring out what we can do, how we should do it and 
guidelines and cost schedules for implementation.  The follow-on effort would be to act as 
oversight and coordinator for this activity.  If this piques your interest, let me know!  

Miscellaneous Items The caulking job on the Ed Building seems to have been successful as I 
have not had any new reports of leaks during the recent heavy rains. We replaced many of the 
water stained tiles in the narthex in hopes that the work done on that building several months ago 
has stemmed that problem also.  

Mysterious Appearance ala Harry Potter  There have been a number of boxes of materials 
mysteriously left in the multi-purpose room. These are unmarked and should be marked and 
stored properly. If you have any information or I can help in this effort, please contact me.  

Thanks. 

                                                                             Mike Fajen mfajen@comcast.net 

             224-9646 cell   236-3128 home 

 

***** 
 
BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 Barbara Prieto has been out-of-state for several weeks and should be returning shortly.  
In the May newsletter, Barbara talked about God's stewards being loved and loving. The question 
was presented: If you were to give the "Steward of Love" Award to one or two members of Trinity 
who reflect the love of Christ to others, who would they be? Responses were requested to be 
forwarded to the Board of Stewardship. We now have nominations and will be making 
announcements as to the person(s) to whom the awards will be presented. Look for an 
announcement, hopefully in August. 
 



HEY, DID YOU KNOW that the white envelopes in your offering box (which appear monthly) 
can be used for anything the Church supports?  They can be used to give to VBS, youth, 
quiltmakers, military personnel and their families (as well as postage for sending things to those 
deployed), memorials, property management needs, our food pantry, supplies, reduce the debt 
on our mortgage, the van, altar guild (who buys the wine and wafers?), Open Arms, single 
mothers, FL/GA Capital (wouldn't Pastor Bob be pleased! This is his baby), the list goes on and 
on.  Be creative. If you don't like any of the previous choices, how about just giving the Lord an 
extra "thank you" for something special that has happened in your life this month:  a raise, a 
birthday, an anniversary, your friends and family, a job, passing a test, making the green light 
safely, getting a good medical report, having food on the table and a roof over your head, or just 
FOR THE LOVE OF GOD! 
      In His Service, 
      Board of Stewardship 
 

**** 
 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
  
Greetings from the Quilting Group-- 
 
 We will be working on quilts Tuesday, August 7th, 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. and Tuesday, 
August 28th, 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M.  Then September 4th will be our last day before they are 
shipped.  So, if you are interested in any of the quilts, August will your last opportunity before we 
start again. 
 
 For health kits-- We still need nail clippers and large tooth paste.  There is a basket in the 
Social Hall.  Our very special thanks to all who have helped in so many different ways.  Thank 
you and Glod bless all of you.  We still collect Campbell labels, baby coupons and foreign 
stamps. 
 
  
We continue to pray for the sick and the shut-ins and all who need prayers, especially the military 
and their families, and also all of our church family. 
 
      Love and prayers 
      From 'The Quilting Committee' 
 

**** 
 
 

Ahoy Mates! 
 

To the new and not so new comers to TLC.  It is time to begin our bi-annual cruise plans.  We 
began cruising together in 2000, and have been to Jamaica, Alaska, Hawaii, and Nova Scotia.  
Thursday, August 9, at 6:30p.m. we will have an organizational meeting in the social hall for 
anyone that may be interested in cruising with us. 
 

  Kevin and Lynne Kuzeff 
  Cruise Coordinators 

 
**** 

 
 



THE DAY LILY CIRCLE/TRINITY LWML 
 

Program: Saint Mary Magdalene Church  
Date:  Tuesday, August 14, 2007 
Place:  Trinity Lutheran Church 

                Time:  9:00 a.m. 
 
Please come out and join us Tuesday, August 14, 2007, to tour Saint Mary Magdalene Church 
with Father James.  We will leave at 9:00 a.m. from T.L.C. by way of the church van.  Lunch will 
follow at a quaint little restaurant "Johnson's on 4th Street" in Rincon. 
 
Guests are welcome.  Anyone needing a ride, please call Charlotte Crake (352-4801). Mary 
Durden (691-2800), or Katherine Lee (925-3544).  Please bring mites and love offerings. 
 
Pray for the LWML on Monday at noon.  Remember the Trinity family in prayer with special 
concern for the sick, the shut-ins, and those with special needs. 
 
                                                                              God’s blessings to all,                   
                                                                              Helen Niedzielski, President 

***** 
 
THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 Once again I want to thank all of the women who are working so hard on the prayer 
shawls and lap robes.  We have about 40 of them finished already.  We are soon going to set up 
a time to dedicate them. 
 
 If you know of anyone you would like to give one to, please see me or call me at (912) 
980-6735.  We will soon be giving them to people who need some warmth this winter. 
 
 I took one to a lady (Pat) in Oregon when I went up there and she was so appreciative 
and said to let everyone know that she wanted us to keep up the good work. 
 
 Our next prayer shawl meeting will be August 15, 2007 from 1-3 p.m.  Thanks again to all 
of those helping to make this a big success. 
 
      The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
       Charlotte Ross 
       (912) 980-6735 

**** 

S E R V E   T H E   L O R D   W I T H   G L A D N E S S ! 
**** 

 
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors. 


