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about “going to church”, be the parent God has called you to be, bring them to worship.  For the benefits of 
having a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ lasts for an eternal life time. 
 
          Let it be that way, so when you they look back over the years, they too can honor you for the faith in Jesus 
Christ that you shared with them. 
 
          So to all the mothers, aunts, grandmothers, and all the other women who were like mothers to us, we praise 
God for you and how God has worked through you into our lives.  Let that be the word for Mother’s Day and 
Pentecost, that God gave us godly parents. 
 
          Thank you, Lord, for my mom.  Amen. 
           
                                                                                            Serving the Lord with you, 
                                                                                            Pastor Hopkins 
 

***** 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
 

What Do the Kids Think? 
  
          After nearly 40 years in broadcast journalism and broadcasting in general, you would think nothing would 
surprise me from the "If it bleeds-it LEADS!" media.  But, once again, I was stunned and amazed by the almost 
total lack of coverage the Savannah Arts Academy Chorus (of which our own David Hopkins is a member) 
received on their recent trip to New York City, New York (the city so nice they named it twice).  This was not 
your standard field/sightseeing trip they got for good behavior like a senior cruise.  They earned this trip through 
hard work and personal sacrifice.  They went to Fun City to perform at legendary Carnegie Hall!  Just in case you 
were born yesterday--Carnegie Hall is not the Savannah Civic Center or the North Charleston Coliseum--which 
can be rented for just about any purpose by anybody with enough money.  You earn a performance at Carnegie 
Hall and you are invited!  It is one of the greatest honors a performer or group of performers can receive. 
 
          So let me get this straight--about 50 Savannah Arts Academy Chorus members are invited to perform at 
Carnegie Hall and I am the only one in the media in this town who even bothered to mention it?  Not the people 
"On Your Side," not the "Southeast News Leader," not "The Coastal News Source" nor the Savannah Morning 
News devoted a second of air time or a drop of ink to it!!!  PUH-LEEZE!  I sometimes think most of my so-called 
colleagues would have snored through the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
          What message--subliminally or otherwise--does this send to our kids?  Especially when they see some little 
twerp in Chester, South Carolina who wanted to pull a Columbine at his high school gets headlines "above the 
fold" and lead stories on the national and local television and radio newscasts.  The TV guys can't get their live 
trucks there fast enough when stories like that break.  They might even interrupt Oprah--well, Dr. Phil anyway.  
Amazing. 
 
          I continue to be both personally and professionally embarrassed by our media on the whole.  This is an 
outrage…but it is nothing new.  Four thousand-plus moms have lost a son or daughter in Iraq--but you know the 
name of only one--the one complaining the loudest.  Our news media for the most part reflects nothing more than 
a myopic fun-house mirror and never let the facts stand in the way of a good story.  But what message does that 
send to us--especially our children?  Wouldn't it be nice to hear more about the good kids and see and hear more 
good news for a change?  God certainly likes good news.  As I recall, He sent His Son to preach it.  Long before 



 3

that Isaiah 52:7 says:  How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the herald, who proclaims peace, who 
brings news of good things, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."  
 
          It does, however, present another opportunity for you to talk with your children about their good deeds.  
Are we too like the media--quick to condemn and harp on something they did which displeased us rather than 
praise their good work?  I actually heard a woman with her son and daughter at the grocery story talking to 
another friend in the aisle praising her daughter to the hilt and then pointing to her son and said: "…..but this is 
the dumb one."  The Lord kept me from reading her the riot act--but He did have to give me His undivided 
attention for a few seconds! 
 
          Just remind your kids while you are at it that doing good deeds and accomplishing great things is not 
something you do for publicity in the first place.  It is for the good of others and God's glory.  If someone else 
notices (and God forbid the media notices) that can be the icing on the cake.  An old axiom to keep in mind: there 
is nothing one can't accomplish as long as he doesn't mind who gets the credit. 
                                                                                           
       Godspeed, 
       Bill 
 

***** 
 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION & BY-LAW CHANGES  
          These documents had not been revised in years until they were updated in 2005. This initial effort 
was to better synchronize the documents with Synod and do some general updating.  This was primarily 
due to the efforts of Mark Waltz and a constitutional review committee. It was a great effort, but that 
notwithstanding, now that we have had some experience with them in real operation we Council has 
identified many needed changes.  Most urgent is the need to modernize the approach to voting 
membership and provide more flexible language for called staff.  Council presented these changes in the 
February Voter’s Assembly.  These will be voted on in the May Voter’s Assembly. If you have not had 
an opportunity to review these changes you can do so by visiting the Trinity website 
(http://www.trinitylutheransavannah.org) and click on the Operations Manual section. The proposed 
revisions and a more detailed commentary are posted there.  A hard copy is also available through the 
church office.   

***** 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
  
          It has been an encouraging and productive couple of weeks for the Nominating Committee.  We now have 
commitments for the following positions:  President, Vice President, Board of Elders and Facilities Maintenance.  
We also have someone seriously considering taking on the Board of Stewardship.  Still open are the Board of 
Christian Ed and the Board of Youth Ministry.   Please keep us in your prayers as we continue to search for 
candidates for these positions. 

   
          We have working job descriptions available for anyone who is interested in learning what these positions 
entail.  Please call any member of the nominating committee and we'll make sure you have all the information you 
need to make a commitment. 
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Food for Thought:  God doesn't only call the equipped.  He equips the called and does powerful things using their 
hands.   
  

***** 
 
BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
Take It For Granted - Part 2 
 
          Last month I began a very short review of the history of versions of the Bible by discussing the earliest 
Greek version, the “Septuagint” and the Latin “Vulgate” version of the great 4th century scholar, St. Jerome. The 
latter, still in widespread use in the late Middle Ages, was considered sacrosanct by the Church. Everyone in the 
15th century Western world who could read at all (not many) read Latin, so they read the Vulgate. When, in 1388, 
a translation appeared in a language almost no one read, English, from a group of Oxford University academics 
led by theologian John Wycliffe, the English establishment at first embraced the work. But when the growing 
Lollard following of Wycliffe grew radical in their religious and social views, the English church declared them 
and their translation heretical. For the next 125 years anyone caught in possession of a copy could be executed 
and some were.  
 
          The story of Martin Luther’s fluent and clear translation of the Bible in 1522, not from the Vulgate but from 
the most reliable Greek texts then available into idiomatic German while in hiding from the wrath of the Church 
of his day (full Bible published in 1534) is known to you so I do not repeat it here. Luther insisted that ordinary 
people read God’s Word for themselves. Backed by this radical thought along with others (grace alone, faith 
alone, Scripture alone) this new version of the Bible propelled the Reformation in Germany and is still today the 
standard German version. It set a high standard for other vernacular translations, an important example of which 
was the English Bible of William Tyndale who, inspired by the appearance of Luther’s New Testament, applied to 
the Bishop of London for permission to produce a new English version. His request was denied. So he moved to 
Europe to write, publishing a New Testament in 1526 despite an attack by local authorities on the print shop. 
While working on the Old Testament he was arrested, convicted of heresy, then strangled and burned at the stake. 
His unfinished version was completed by others and many “me too” versions (Matthew, Great, Geneva, Bishop’s) 
followed in rapid succession culminating 85 years later in a magnificent and enduring new English version 
sponsored by (and dedicated to) the king, King James I. 
 
          Take a moment to thank God for those who bring His Word to you in your own language, despite 
persecution and sickness, eye-straining toil and time-consuming scholarship. Take it for granted, that is, as a grant 
– a free gift from your brothers and sisters in Christ. Then read it, mark it, learn it and take it to heart. 
 
                                                                              Mark Pavlin 

Head Elder 
 
***** 
 

BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 
          There is a lot of excitement on the Board of Social Ministry for all of the ideas and projects proposed by our 
members.  Leann has agreed to head up a committee to definitely nail down the possibility of a Mother and 
Child morning program here at TLC.  The proposal is to start small, possibly only one morning a week and see 
where the interest and participation takes us.  We have been playing with this idea for months and now is the time 
to make it happen. 
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          Another new project at hand is called "The Charity of the Month" which would provide donations to 
some of the organizations we've supported in the past as well as new deserving groups that come to our attention.  
Envelopes will be provided for these donations and the congregation will be kept abreast of our success in this 
outreach. 
  
          It has been suggested that since the Board of Social Ministry has changed its focus from fellowship events 
to outreach we have not had as many purely social events here at TLC.  Since fellowship plays a major role in 
keeping a congregation unified, we have formed a "Fellowship Committee" which will look for opportunities to 
provide fellowship events which can be enjoyed by our members and any guests they may want to bring.  Such 
things as potlucks, movie nights and game nights have been discussed. If you are interested in helping on the 
"Fellowship Committee" on an ongoing basis or just for one particular event please talk to Pam or Sharon.  The 
first event we would like to tackle is a "Swing Band" night.  Bill Edwards has generously offered his time and 
large collection of Swing Music to make this a fun night of dancing and listening to "Golden Oldies".   Watch for 
more on this upcoming event.  
  
          Pam Edwards' Dave Ramsey series has been a rousing success in using our facility for providing useful 
information both to members and non-members alike.  The current series will end at the end of April and plans 
are being made to offer a Women's Self Defense class in the Social Hall.  We are told that women from their 
teens to their 80's can and have benefited from the knowledge and skills they gain with this course.  Pam will be 
updating us with sign up information shortly. 
  
          The Sunshine Cafe has been an ongoing source of Sunday morning fellowship and an opportunity to 
support projects and charities that are dear to the hearts of our members.  All of our volunteers have done an 
outstanding job of providing a great breakfast and we thank them and all of you who have supported them.  If you 
or your group or board would like to host the Sunshine Cafe for a month or for just one week please call Sharon 
or Leann.  They will be happy to help you.  As of this writing the month of May is wide open, so please let us 
hear from you. 
  
          May is such a busy month that we have scheduled the cooking class for the 31st.  Please contact Sharon to 
find out "What's cooking?"  
  
          What a joy to be busy in such an active Christian community!!! If you are interested in being involved with 
the Board of Social Ministry please accept an invitation to our next meeting which will be on Monday, May 12th 
at the home of Sharon Grefski.  Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. with our meeting to follow.  Just let us know you're 
planning to attend.  We'd love to have you. 
   
            Steve Bellmoff, Chairman 

 
***** 

 
BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
 

No Congregational Work Day In May  
Work Day April work day saw continuing work on preparation of the grounds for the summer. We had another 
good turnout and (among other things) we mulched the Meditation Garden, barked around the sign, evicted some 
trees from our gutters, and generally had a great time. Our crew included Bill & Ellen, Butch, Sharon, Larry, J.B., 
Janet, John & Ellen, Rich, Cheryl, Leann, Gigi, and a sumptuous L.O. Linda.  Great job folks! 
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There will be no work day in May due to schedule conflicts and the fact that we have gotten a lot done in the last 
few work days. Enjoy the day off and thanks for the support of this important function. The June date for work 
day has not been set, probably the 7th or 14th. I hope you can join us!  

Multi-purpose Room HVAC System Replacement A pro-forma bid brochure has been developed assuming that 
the inside coil is sound and only the outside unit would need replacing. The bid also includes some duct work 
modification in the Ed Building. We are evaluating the system integrity of the inside coil (hoping we will not 
have to replace it).   

HVAC System Problems Recent problems related to cooling of the Sanctuary were the result of a broken fan 
belt on the air handler. This was unrelated but somewhat masked by the recent replacement of the A stage 
compressor.  This has been corrected and we checked the other units and purchased a spare belt for each.  I regret 
the resulting discomfort that this caused.  

CO and Bonds No progress on this since last month.  

Miscellaneous Items Power has been restored to the shed and lighting is complete, the door side switch lights the 
main entry area, the inside switch lights the church side and the attic. The new meeting room off of the multi-
purpose room has been re-lamped with two 4 bulb fluorescent lights.        

                                                                                   Mike Fajen mfajen@comcast.net 

                     224-9646 cell   236-3128 home  
***** 

 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN ED 
 
CONFIRMATION DAY IS MAY 18! 
 
           The following will be confirmed:  Chelsea Baldwin, Jeri Hines, Tyler Love, and Kieran Rose.  Please keep 
them in your prayers as they have assignment from me and from their schools to satisfactorily move on. We ask 
God’s peace and understanding as they put together their statements of faith. We also ask God’s assurance as they 
stay their course in following their faith.  Look to the future for opportunity to meet each of them and please, 
share with them your personal journeys of faith.  
 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
 
 For April:      
 Nursery - Rebecca Watkins, Calvin Wayman 1st & 2nd - Blake Chance, Valentine Schmidt 
         Madalyn Wayman   5th & 6th - Shonda Holthus, Peter Waltz 
 PreK-Kind. - Elliott Schmidt, Geoffrey 
         Watkins, Everett Wayman  
 

***** 
 

PERSONAL PROTECTION AND SELF-DEFENSE TRAINING 
 
          This entry-level class is for those women who are interested in protecting themselves and their families. 
With the ever increasing threat of violence, especially against women, it is vital they take responsibility for their 
own protection.  Professional training in personal protection can help insure your safety. 
 
          This seminar will focus on identifying threatening situations before they occur and developing a responsive 
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strategy to violent, physical attack.  Participants will receive a manual, a small Pepper Spray dispenser and a 
Kuboton©  Keychain. 
 
Topics in this seminar include: 

• Developing the survival mind-set 
• Learning the Awareness "Color Code' 
• The proper use of Pepper Spray (OC) 
• How to use the Kuboton©  Keychain 
• Physical counter-measures and much more. 

 
Course Length:  8 hours 

Course Cost:  $75.00 
Prerequisites:  None 

Ages: 12 & up 
Class Limit: 30 

 
Location: Trinity Lutheran Church, 12391 Mercy Blvd. (across from St. Joseph's) 

 
Dates:  May 15, 22, 29 and June 5, 2008 (Thursdays) 

 
Time: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Sign-up and pay fee at the church to reserve your space. 

 
For More Information:  Pam Edwards  713-3111 

 
***** 

           
LADIES' NIGHT OUT 
 
          It’s back!!  Yes, that evening of evenings (at least for the ladies!), a night of fun, fashion, foolishness, and 
frivolity … LADIES NIGHT OUT!  Given sufficient interest, we are considering resurrecting this event after 
several years of dormancy.  Herein lies an opportunity for you men out there to honor that special woman in your 
life by treating her to an evening to remember, all the while catering to her every want and desire (well, almost).  
While she indulges in the culinary and entertainment pleasures of the evening with her cohorts, you will help with 
the many activities required to make this a truly memorable occasion.   
 
          The date for the event is May 10th.   
 
         Attendance will be limited to about 25 women due to space limitations of the host home.  There is 
still room for more ladies!  Sign up now!  We'll need to stop taking names at the end of April.  This spontaneous 
event is not directly affiliated with any church organization and attendance or sponsorship is open to non-
members. The out-of-pocket cost is prorated amongst the sponsors and has typically run about $30-$40 for each 
woman.  If you’re “in the dog house”, or simply want to earn some brownie points with that special lady in your 
life, here’s your opportunity!  If interested, contact Mike Fajen, Scott Idleman, or Bruce Bringmann for more 
information. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
          Greetings from the quilting group.  We will be working on quilts on Tuesday, May 6 & 27, from 10:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m.  So please come and help out if you can.  All are welcome and appreciated. 
We always want to thank those who make this project possible by donating material, batting and items for the 
Health Kits, and especially the workers who come so faithfully. 
           
          We are always in need of batting and good cotton colored sheets for backing and good cotton material for 
the quilts.  We are collecting dark colored towels, washcloths and tooth brushes for the health kits.  You will find 
a box in the social hall to put them in.  Also, we are still collecting Campbell labels for Bethesda in Watertown, 
Wisconsin; cancelled foreign stamps; and baby coupons.    
 
 We continue to pray for the sick and shut-ins and all who need prayers, especially our military and their 
families, and also our church and all of its members. 
 
      God's blessings, love and prayers, 
      From 'The Quilting Committee' 
 

***** 

NOTES FROM THE ALTAR GUILD                           
 
          Did you know…..that the month of May holds 3 wonderful festivals?  The Ascension of our Lord which 
falls on May 1, the beginning of Pentecost on May 11, and Holy Trinity on May 18 .   
 
          The Ascension festival of the church is celebrated on the 40th day after Easter when our dear LORD and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, made His way back into Heaven to sit on the right hand of our God and Father.  On this day 
our paraments remain white as it did during Easter. 
 
          Then the day of Pentecost celebrates the sending of the Holy Spirit to the disciples following Jesus’ 
ascension.  This day falls 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection and 10 days after His ascension.  Not surprising at all 
that the word “Pentecost” is derived from the Greek work for “fifty”.  Also, this day is seen as the culmination of 
the Easter season.  The color red of our paraments symbolizes the tongues of fire that appeared on the apostles. 
 
          Now the celebration of The Holy Trinity is the one major celebration in the year that has its focus in a 
doctrine or teaching.  The actual words “Trinity” or “Triune” don’t appear in the Bible….anywhere.  But the 
teachings from God, of course, are there and we had to call it something so…..Holy Trinity it became.  We 
change the paraments to white for this Holy day but move to the traditional green paraments the following 
Sunday, May 25, which carries on with the Pentecost season. 
 
          Your guild wishes you all many blessing from God during all our festival celebrations!   
                                                             
                                                                 Your Altar Guild membership:   
          Gila Martin, Karin Edwards, Irita Love,  
          Lonna McEwen, Pat Coleman, Janet Reeve,  
                                                                      Eva Galbreath & Janie Spainhour 
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YOUNG AT HEART (OVER 50 GROUP) 

            
          On Tuesday, April 15, we met at the church at 11:00 a.m. with 32 members present.  Thanks to Pastor Don 
and Barbara Lunick who were the hosts.  A gentleman who survived the Holocaust came and told of his 
experiences and showed some pictures. The program was wonderful and very interesting. 
It was a great day with so many who came. 
 
          On Tuesday, May 20, we will meet at the church with a potluck and fun and games.  There will also be 
prizes so please come and join us to have another great attendance.  Harry and Ardell Hasenjaeger and Ilse 
Hodgson will be the hosts.  We welcome all! 
    
          God's blessings to all,  
            Ardell Hasenjaeger 

 
***** 

WE GET LETTERS-- 
 
Dear TLC (Tender Loving Care) Family, 
  
          Our kindest appreciation for your love, prayers, cards and e-mails for Jack. Special thanks to Pastor for his 
visits and Holy Communion.  
  
          Many of you have asked about his illness, which I'll briefly explain. In mid-October and for 2 months to 
follow, a Dermatologist misdiagnosed Jack's condition. As his symptoms increased and became more severe, we 
had 3 more Dermatologist's opinions. They concurred that he had a rare skin disease named Pityriasis Rubra 
Pilaris. At that time, a potent chemo agent, Methodrexate, was prescribed. Since this powerful chemo can be toxic 
to one's organs, blood is drawn weekly for CBC, comprehensive Metabolic panel and Liver Enzyme testings. He 
takes prescribed Folic Acid to help balance red and  white blood cells and platelets. Symptoms are: weakness, 
pain, swelling; scaling from head to toes; loss of large, dead chunks of skin from hands and feet; bleeding under 
skin; itching; large red, rash patches.  
  
          Drs. told us the healing process will be lengthy, as well as, chemotherapy treatment.  On April 24, we 
learned that Jack will be on chemo through July. Jack's comment was, "Rome wasn't built in a day!" Each day, we 
must have a sense of humor and gratitude. It has been a difficult 6 1/2 months. Our Good Lord sustains us, son, 
Mike, has been a blessing to us and you have too! 
  
          Thanks for you friendship and continued prayers for Jack's comfort, healing and strength. May our dear 
Lord richly bless you. 
  
                                                                                       With love and grateful hearts, 
                                                                                       Shirley and Jack Lewis 

 
+++ 

 
Dear Trinity, 
 
          God's continued richest blessings to you all as you grow more and more in Christ Jesus.  Thanks for your 
many kind words of farewell.   
                                                           Yours in Christ, 
       Mark and Sue Pavlin 
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THE DAY LILY CIRCLE/TRINITY LWML 
 

Program:  On Many Missions 
Speaker:  Michelle Pitts 
Date: Tuesday, May 13, 2008   
Place: Trinity 

                 Time:  10:00 a.m. 
 
           Michelle Pitts will be talking with us on many missions.  Please plan to come and bring a friend. 
 
           Guests are welcome!  Anyone needing a ride, please call Charlotte Crake (352-4801). Mary Durden (691-
2800), or Katherine Lee (925-3544).  Please bring mites and love offerings. 
 
          Pray for the LWML on Monday at noon.  Remember the Trinity family in prayer with special concern for 
the sick, the shut-ins, and those with special needs. 
 
                                                                              God’s blessings to all,                   
                                                                              Helen Niedzielski, President 
 

***** 
 

EVENING LWML LADIES' GUILD 
 
          The Ladies' Guild's year end meeting for May will be held Wednesday, May 7, at the Olive Garden at 6:00 
p.m.   We will be selecting officers for next year. Please invite a friend and join us! 
 
          We cordially invite all ladies of Trinity to attend our regular meetings!  We enjoy the time 
together learning more about the Lord and doing His work.  Please join us!! 
 
          For now, we pray you all have a safe and refreshing summer!  See you in September. 

 
                                                                            With Son-Shine blessings, 
                                                                            Barbara Prieto, President 
                                      
  S E R V E   T H E   L O R D   W I T H   G L A D N E S S ! 

 
 
 

If the grass is greener on the other side of the fence, 
you can bet the water bill is higher. 

 

 
THE MISSION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH is to nurture and equip God's people 
for their daily ministry as they reach out in word and deed with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 


