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          So Consecration Sunday will be a little bit different than in the past.  We will have one 
service that Sunday at 10:00am.  We will have a guest preacher, Pastor Bob Strickert.  He will 
lead us through the process of completing our Estimate of Giving Cards.  This is answering the 
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  These cards will be 
completed during the worship service.  Then after the service, we as a congregation will 
celebrate our blessings with a meal.  Church Council is providing the meat for the meal and they 
are asking that you bring a side dish to share.   
 
          We are taking reservations for the meal in order to get an idea of how much to prepare.  So 
if you have not completed a reservation card, please call into the church office or get a 
reservation card at church this Sunday November 4th.  Then plan on celebrating together on 
Consecration Sunday. 

 
 

Have you thought about entering full-time church work? 
 
          Thursday Nov. 15 from 11 to 2pm., Pastor Paul Philp from Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis is here recruiting for the seminary and deaconess programs.   This will be your opportunity 
inquire about full-time church work and what it might entail.  No need to make an appointment, 
just stop on by.  Any questions regarding Pastor Philp’s visit, contact Pastor Hopkins. 
 
                                                                                     Serving the Lord with you, 
                                                                                     Pastor John R. Hopkins 

 
***** 

 
THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP  

Wednesday, 7:00 P.M. 
COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME! 

 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
McTRINITY! 
  
          At the risk of sounding like a broken record--and for those of you under 30, a stuck CD...and those 
of you under 16, er, I got nothin'!--we have a couple of signs at the exits to our parking lot reading: "You 
are entering the mission field."   About a year-and-a-half ago I attended the 29th Regular Convention of 
the Florida-Georgia District, LCMS in Lake Mary, Florida where the theme of the get-together was 
Ablaze In the Light of the Lord.  The aforementioned theme comes from Ephesians 5:8.  "For once you 
were in darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  Live as children of light."  The mission of the Ablaze 
program is quite simple:  to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with 100 million of our best friends around 
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the world by 2017 with the express goal of half of those in North America and planting 2000 new 
missions in the United States in the same time frame.  Now remember, that's just The Lutheran Church 
Missouri Synod!   
  
          It sounded like an ambitious goal to me then and even more so after seeing this headline a few 
weeks ago: "Big Mac Beats the Bible."  If you think there's not a lot of work to do in the "mission field" 
then you better be sitting down for this.  A survey was done by Kelton Research in conjunction just prior 
to the release of the animated feature film "The Ten Commandments," which is now playing in a theater 
near you.  The question posed in the survey was: "How many of the Ten Commandments can you 
name?"  The survey revealed that Americans were more familiar with the ingredients of a McDonald's 
hamburger than they were with the historical basis for our nation's legal and moral code! 
  
          Here is just a sample: 80% surveyed knew "two all beef patties" of the Big Mac. "Thou shalt not 
kill," was known to fewer than 60% of respondents.  62% knew that pickles are an ingredients of a Big 
Mac while only 45% could recall the commandment to "Honor thy father and mother."  The majority of 
those surveyed could easily name the other primary ingredients in a Big Mac, lettuce (76%), sesame seed 
bun (75%), special sauce (66%) and cheese (60%)--how's the Bible doing so far? 
  
          Seven of the Ten Commandments are familiar to less than half of the individuals polled, including 
the more commonly recited, "Honor thy father and thy mother," and "Remember the Sabbath."  Respon-
dents, however, had no trouble recalling the four members of the classic rock group "The Beatles," but 
many times couldn't name even one commandment!!! 
  
          You can check it out further at www.10commandmentsmovie.com.  So, think there are still a lot of 
prospects out in the "mission field?"  Give me a break today!  And make that TO GO! 
            
                                                                               Godspeed, 
                                                                               Bill Edwards 
 

***** 
 
       
BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
Party On 
 

Consider this: in a span of two months and two days we Americans celebrate four secular, party-
time holidays; Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Eve. They seem to be dedicated (in 
chronological order) to wearing weird costumes & overdosing on sugar, watching football & overdosing 
on food, spending money & overdosing on food (again), and dancing, singing off-key & overdosing on 
fizzy liquor. Only one of these special times is associated with an event in the life of Jesus Christ and 
even that one had its origin in a boisterous pagan winter solstice festival. What is a Christian to make of 
all this? Do you pooh-pooh it all? Join it half-heartedly? Try to ignore it? Party on? What would Jesus do? 

I know what Paul would do. Read 1Cor. 8:1-13, the passage about eating meat that comes from 
animals offered as sacrifices in pagan temples. What is the connection with parties, you ask? People 
living in the first century A.D. ate meat seldom. Come time for a secular festival, when animals were 
sacrificed to gain favor of the Greek gods (you know; Zeus, Hera, Apollo, Artemis, Poseiden, Hades, or 
Demeter) and the gods’ portion, the bones and viscera, burned. The people-edible parts, which (thank the 
gods) the gods didn’t want, were sold to the mere mortals who then held parties in the gods’ honor.  
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Could Christians join in? The eating/party part, that is, not the sacrifice part. Paul gives a 
nuanced answer. Yes, sure, no, maybe not. For the Christian to whom Jesus is Living Lord 
“through whom all things came and through whom we live” (v.6), it makes no difference at all 
where the meat comes from. “An idol is nothing at all,” Paul writes (v.4). So party on! 

But wait – take care! You are a witness in a world full of people caught up in the secular, the 
party culture. Christ died for these people and it is your job to be Christ to them with all of the gifts of the 
Spirit God has given you. Do not cause your brother to fall into sin (v.13)! Instead, “shine like stars in the 
universe as you hold out the word of life (Phil. 2:15b-16a).” 

OK, so I can’t imagine Paul dancing midnight away at a New Year’s Eve party. But I can 
imagine you at any party you want to be at (this is Christian freedom, v.9) as long as you never 
for a moment forget that whether trick-or-treating, watching the after dinner football game, 
opening the presents, or singing Auld Lang Syne, you, on duty for your Lord Jesus, are a witness 
to Him and not a stumbling block for those He came to save.     
                                                                              Mark Pavlin 

  Head Elder 
 
***** 

 
BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 
          Our next meeting will be on Monday November 12th at the home of Sharon Grefski.  Dinner will 
be at 6:30 pm with the business meeting to follow. 
  
          We will be manning the Sunshine Cafe for the month of November, except for Sunday November 
11th when there will only be one service with a meal to follow.  The proceeds of our breakfast will go to 
The Living Vine.  We learned at their presentation at our September meeting that they do much more than 
provide a home for young pregnant women.  They run four consignment shops in the area called 
Blessingdales, which help support the home, but also provide support for a ministry that goes out to the 
community around Southside Baptist Church in the Skidaway, Bonna Bella area and brings in children to 
the church for fellowship and Christian activities.  This ministry provides a Christian environment for 
children who don't necessarily have that in their homes.  They build relationships with the parents and 
many have been encouraged to go to church.  They actually go out in the church van and pick these 
children up, with the blessing of their parents and bring them to the church for these activities.  We were 
so impressed with what they have accomplished that we wanted to support them with this month's 
breakfast.   
  
          We cancelled October's cooking class because there were so many time conflicts, but we will 
resume on November 17th.  Call Sharon if you would like to attend. 
  
          Don't forget the Food Pantry and socks and underwear for the Old Savannah City Mission.  As 
always, your support is appreciated. 
 
            Steve Bellmoff, Chairman 

***** 
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BOARD OF EVANGELISM   
 
          Pictures were taken for the Pictorial Directory.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the 
hostessing.  Now Leann and Ellen will proceed with the next step.  And thanks to everyone who turned up 
on time for the picture taking. 
 
          The Thanksgiving Dinner will be here at the church.  Please, if you are alone, not sure what you 
want to cook, come and join us.  Sign up so we will know how much turkey and ham we will need to buy. 
Come prepared to eat lots, talk lots and laugh lots.  It is a great day to celebrate all of God's love and His 
generous blessings. 
 
          We are busy making cards to send to our troops for Christmas. 
 
          Big plans are being formulated for a super day in the New Year--sharing God's love--watch for 
more details. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
        Serving Christ joyfully, 
        Willy Harris 
 

***** 
 

BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
 

November Congregational Work Day November 3, 9-12, L.O.L.  

 

Work Day   October work day was great! It was a weed pickin’, sign paintin’, bench movin’, Home 
Depot visitin’, bench thin-settin’, window washin’, tile stackin’, granite scrubbin’, dirt movin’, weed 
eatin’, shelf installin’, sidewalk edgin’, equipment repairin’, lunch cookin’, and grub eatin’ good time.  
The temperature finally dropped and the attendance rose, and what a great crew with J.B., Bill Lutes, 
Butch, John & Ellen, Bruce & Judy, Kelly & David & Milena, Sharon & Bob, Janet Yardley, Rick 
Mizell, Scott, Greg (mower man) Bergman, Lonna, and L.O. Linda (she had a bit of help on this).  A 
heart felt thanks to all for your support which greatly benefits Trinity.  We are truly blessed.  

November work day will be a week earlier than normal, November 3, due to the proximity of 
Novemberfest.  We will be getting ready for the big event and trying to put our best foot forward for the 
many visitors that day.  We have a lot that has to be done and a lot that can be done, so consider coming 
out for a very rewarding day.   

December work day will be devoted to greening the church and preparing for Advent. This will probably 
be December 1.  

Budget Time The Council has been busy preparing the ‘zero based’ 2008 budgets.  The Property 
Management job description on the Trinity website discusses activities and responsibilities of the 
position.  It does NOT talk about the underlying philosophy and goals which impact the preparation of the 
Property Management budget, namely, to balance frugal use of our financial resources against good 
stewardship of our physical assets. To say it another way, we want to maximize the use of our dollars for 
expanding God’s kingdom and spend carefully in other areas (such as Property Management).  Over the 
last several years, you, our members, have allowed us to reduce costs in many areas because of your 
support in time and talents. This allows us to use that money in attacking some of the higher priority 
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items such as outreach identified in the recent meeting. Next year’s Property Management budget was 
prepared with that in mind. It is a tight budget, but with your help and support, I believe it is doable.  One 
key area of controllable expense is utilities (water, gas, electric), use them wisely and try to find ways to 
use less without affecting the operation.  If you have ideas on how to save in these areas, please let me 
know.  The other area that you impact is the routine maintenance, from lawn work and work day support 
to other special project work.  You have been instrumental in securing major savings versus having to 
contract services in many areas.  Trinity is counting on your continued help in the future and thanks you 
for all the help in the past.   

Meditation Garden A lot of progress again this month due to the efforts of Bill Lutes and Trinity’s 
support of this long awaited improvement of the area between the buildings. The electric lines to the shed 
and fountain were completed, opening the door to further landscaping and fencing. The fountain was 
happily bubbling away last week and the benches provided a comfortable retreat to admire the new 
shrubs, fountain, and patio. Bill is still in need of buy-a-plant volunteers and financing for the fence to 
expedite completion of this project by the end of the year.  Consider a special donation to this great effort.   

Building CO and Bonds  Gary Watkins and I have continued to work on resolving this issue.  We have 
obtained the court records related to easements and other documents. The next step forward on this is to 
contact Mr. Boyles regarding other missing data requested by the City, and then forwarding this 
information to the City for (hopefully) final resolution of this issue.   

Roof leaks Thanks to the help of Pam Edwards, I have had a contractor inspect and advise us on how to 
help stem this tide.  In addition to various roof weaknesses, the inspection revealed we also have some 
problems with air conditioning duct condensation. We will attack the roof leaks with the help of this 
contractor and deal with the air conditioning related problems next A/C season.   

Miscellaneous Items Additional storage shelves have been installed in the attic to better organize this 
area.  Greg has been doing yeoman work keeping the lawn looking great.  We are approaching the leaf 
peeping season and will switching the mower to the pick-up mode with less frequent mowing focused on 
removing the leaf drop.  The office water cooler has been repaired.  The burnt out lights in the Multi-
purpose room have been replaced (except for two at the very top, just couldn’t reach them).   
                                                                              Mike Fajen mfajen@comcast.net 

                 224-9646 cell   236-3128 home  

***** 

 
CAMP RESTORE TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS, JANUARY 20TH - 26TH  

Last months’ newsletter had considerable information about the Camp Restore program.  It 
described the program and how to get more information on the program.  We are still open to parti-
cipation if you are interested and have not yet signed up.  We are working on funding to cover the out-of-
pocket expense for the attendees except for some meals.  If you need more info or want to be added to the 
list, call me at 224-9646 or 236-3128 or email me at mfajen@comcast.net.  I will be providing more 
detail as it becomes available through the planning process, but the schedule will probably look some-
thing like this: Saturday, Jan. 19 - departure and overnight in transit at a motel.  Sunday, Jan. 20 – Arrival, 
check-in, orientation, etc.  Monday-Friday, Jan. 21-25 – work activities as assigned, prepare for departure.  
Saturday, Jan. 26 – AM departure for Savannah, drive through if possible.     

                                                                                Mike  Fajen   
**** 
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          The Savannah/Chatham County Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Program needs your 
help to ensure that abused and/or neglected children have a safe permanent home as soon as possible. 

          The CASA program is a non-profit organization that recruits, trains, screens and supervises 
volunteers to speak up for the best interest of abused and neglected children who are involved in the 
judicial and child welfare system.  The volunteers gather information pertaining to the situation and make 
recommendations to the judge to assist him in deciding what's in the best interest of the child/children. 
The volunteers are involved until the case is permanently resolved to ensure that the focus remains on the 
child throughout the case. 

          The New Volunteer Training will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays, November 1-29 
(excluding Thanksgiving) from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at the United Way building located at 428 Bull Street 
in the 1st floor conference room.  For additional information please contact Pamela Balmer, Training 
Coordinator at 447-8908. 

 

***** 

YOUNG AT HEART (OVER 50 GROUP) 

 
           The Young at Heart group met at church on October 16 with 10 members and Pastor Hopkins.  
Pastor was our guest speaker about Reformation and Luther.  What a wonderful presentation.  Our special 
thanks to him.  The program followed with a potluck of great food and desserts. 
 
          On Tuesday, November 20, we will meet at the church at 11:00 a.m. for Bingo and turkey and 
dressing.  Please bring a complimentary dish to go with it.  Bill and Gigi Schumacher and Betty Johnson 
are the hosts.  Be there for the fun of it!  Enjoy the day with the rest of us. 
 
          God's blessings to all, 
            Ardell Hasenjaeger 

 
 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 
          Greetings from our quilting group! 
 
          In November we will only be working on Tuesday, November 27, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.  
We will not work Novemberfest week.  If you have some free time, please come and join in the 
fellowship.  The thought of helping someone else is also rewarding.  All are welcome. 
 
          We will still be collecting dark colored towels and wash cloths for the month of November for the 
Health Kits.  There is a basket for your donation in the Social Hall. 
 
          We can always use batting, material, and good cotton sheets for backing in the making of quilts. 
And we still collect Campbell labels for Bethesda in Watertown, Wisconsin, cancelled foreign stamps and 
baby coupons. 
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          We continue to pray for the sick and the shut-ins and all who need prayers, especially the military 
and their families, and also our church and all of its members.   
 
      Love and prayers, 
      From 'The Quilting Committee 
 

***** 
 

 
ANGEL TREE 
 
          This unique ministry gives our church an opportunity to share Christ's love by helping to meet the 
physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of families of prisoners.  It is a powerful way for our church to 
lovingly answer the biblical call to the least of these.   
 
          We connect parents in prison with their children through purchasing and delivering Christmas 
presents in their name, the prisoner-parent. 
 
          Our list of 30 children range in age from 1 yr. to 16 yrs.  We are in the process of contacting each 
caregiver/household by telephone or mail.  Our goal is to have the Angel Tree ready for angel selection 
on Sunday, November 11. 
 
          Remember, gifts are to be new with a retail value of $20.00   Each angel tag is for ONE gift.  Each 
child has two angel tags on the tree, one for clothing and one for a toy or fun gift. 
 
          Donations are accepted, we will do the shopping for you.  Also, we want to give something to the 
caregiver of each family.  Each child will receive an age appropriate Christian Christmas story book.  We 
order these from prison fellowship at no charge. 
 
          Remember this outreach and the children and families in your prayers. 
 
          In Christ's service, 
          Lonna McEwen (927-4784) 
 

***** 
ALTAR GUILD 
 
          The Guild is getting ready for Christmas already even though we are still in shorts and enjoying the 
warm weather.  Christmas is only two month away.  As in the past, the Guild will be selling POINSET- 
TIAS for the beautification of the Altar for Christmas.  We will be selling red poinsettias only at a price 
of $10.00 for single and $18.00 for double plants.  The envelopes will be in the Sunday bulletin beginning 
in the middle of November.  If you do not plan to buy any plants, please put the envelope in the pews 
with the hymnals.  Thank you for your participation in making Christmas as beautiful as possible.   
  
      God's blessing to all. 
      The Altar Guild 
 

***** 
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THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
Dear Congregation, 
  
          The excitement is flowing with our prayer shawl ministry.  We are getting requests for shawls 
almost everyday.  We have reached even as far a Russia with the prayer shawls and lap robes.  We are 
now making baby blankets for Memorial hospital and St Josephs.  If you can crochet or knit and have the 
time to share with us, we would appreciate your help.  We will be meeting the second Wednesday in 
November from 1 to 3 in the afternoon, because of Thanksgiving this month.  I had a chance to witness 
with one of our prayer shawls this month in Jesup.  The lady was so thrilled to have the warmth and the 
prayers that went with it.   
  
          I want to thank all of those that are working on the shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets.  Please 
join us with the fellowship and prayer on November  14th from 1:00-3:00 .  We look forward to seeing all 
of you there, so mark your calendar.  We also could use a donation of yarn (4 ply).  Thanks once again for 
making our Prayer Shawl Ministry such a success. 
  
                                                                                    Charlotte Ross 
                                                                                    912-980-6735 

 
THE DAY LILY CIRCLE/TRINITY LWML 

 
Guest Speaker:  Mr. Gerald Dickey  
Program: Kicklighter Resource Center 
Date:  Tuesday, November 13,  2007 
Place:  Trinity Lutheran Church 

                Time:  10:00 a.m. 
 
          Mr. Gerald Dickey will be giving a power point presentation on the 13th at 10:00 a.m. on the 
Kicklighter Resource Center.  They work at improving the quality of life for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities.  Please plan to join us, we have fun!  
 
          Guests are welcome.  Anyone needing a ride, please call Charlotte Crake (352-4801). Mary Durden 
(691-2800), or Katherine Lee (925-3544).  Please bring mites and love offerings. 
 
          Pray for the LWML on Monday at noon.  Remember the Trinity family in prayer with special 
concern for the sick, the shut-ins, and those with special needs. 
 
                                                                              God’s blessings to all,                   
                                                                              Helen Niedzielski, President 
  

***** 
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EVENING LWML LADIES' GUILD 
 
          The Lutheran Women's Missionary League Ladies' Guild will have it's regular meeting on Wed-
nesday, November 7, at the home of Eva Galbreath (321 Tanglewood Road) at 6:00 p.m.  All ladies 
please bring a covered dish.  Dessert and drinks are on Eva.  The program will be a Bible study on "I 
Love to Tell the Story" led by Jackie Deemer.  Following that will be the business meeting. 
     
          Jackie Deemer, Eva Galbreath and Dot Perks attended the LWML EAST CENTRAL GA FALL 
RALLY in Warner Robins on October 20.  They had a great time! 
 
          Baked goods are needed for the BAKE SHOP on November 10.  We need cakes, pies, brownies, 
cookies, fudge, breads, cobblers, jams, jellies, creative baskets of goodies, any sweets you can donate.  If 
possible please bring your items to us by 10:00 a.m. on Saturday.  Also please have your items in a bag or 
wrapped in Saran Wrap with a suggested price.  Last year we made in the neighborhood of $800.  It 
would be nice to match that amount again.  Thanks to all who help with the Bake Shop.  Any questions, 
please call Jackie Deemer (728-6280) or Eva Galbreath (925-7342). 
      
          We cordially invite all ladies of Trinity to attend our regular meetings!  We enjoy the 
time together learning more about the Lord and doing His work.  Please join us!! 
 
                                                                            With Son-Shine blessings, 
                                                                            Barbara Prieto, President                                      
            

S E R V E   T H E   L O R D   W I T H   G L A D N E S S ! 
***** 

 
 
LIFE LINE SCREENING 
 
          Trinity Lutheran Church will be hosting a Life Line Screening on Tuesday, January 29, 2008. 
 
          There will be four different health screenings offered for people 40 years old and older.  These 
screenings are performed using state-of-the-art Doppler color flow ultrasound systems.  The screenings 
offered include: 
 1) A Carotid Artery Screening--visualizes the buildup of plaque in the carotid arteries,  
     which leads to stroke.  (Up to 75% of all strokes are linked to carotid artery blockage); 
 2) An Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) test--visualizes the existence of an aneurysm  
     (enlargement) in the abdominal aorta that could lead to a ruptured aortic artery.  The vast     
     majority of people who have an aneurysm have no symptoms; 
 3) An Ankle Brachial Index (ABI)--screens for peripheral arterial disease in the lower      
     extremities, which is closely linked to coronary artery disease; 
 4)  And a bone density screening, which tests for the early detection of osteoporosis. 
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         You must pre-register by calling 1-800-697-9693.  These screenings are completely painless, non-
invasive, and require ten minutes or less to complete.  The cost is $35-$45 each or all four for $129.  Ask 
your Life Line Screening representative for details when registering. 
 

***** 
 
 
 

 
THE MISSION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH is to nurture and equip God's people 
for their daily ministry as they reach out in word and deed with the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
 

YOU ARE SO BLESSED IN WAYS 
YOU MAY NEVER EVEN KNOW. 

If you have food in your refrigerator,clothes on your back, a roof over your head 
and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of this world. 
 
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish 
someplace, you are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy. 
 
If your parents are still married and alive, you are very rare, especially in the 
United States. 
 
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, 
you are blessed because the majority can,but most do not. 
 
If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder, 
you are blessed because you can offer God's healing touch. 
 
If you can read this message, you are more blessed than over two billion people 
in the world that cannot read anything at all. 
 
 


