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knowledge and all discernment, [10] so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, [11] filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”   Philippians. 1:9-11  
 
          That knowledge Paul is talking about is from studying God’s Word.  The more you learn 
about the Lord, you find out how much he really loves you! 
 
                                                                              See you in class. 
                                                                              Pastor 
 

***** 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Dear Fellow Christians: 
  
           "Up in the mornin' and out to school...the teacher is teaching the Golden Rule..." is the 
opening line of Chuck Berry's 1956 classic School Day.  Those of you under 40 may be shocked 
to learn that in the politically-incorrect era it was actually okay to teach from and READ FROM 
the Holy Bible in public school!  We started the day with a Bible reading before the days of the 
"separation of church-and-state" MYTH.  The reason I call it a "myth" is because that's exactly 
what it is--there is no mention of the separation of church and state in the United States 
Constitution--not one.  The First Amendment simply says that the state (i.e. the government) shall 
not establish a national church like the Church of England.   
  
          But as a well-known Nazi leader once said: "Repeat a lie long enough and the people will 
start to believe it."  Such is the case of separation of church and state.  The media and the 
politicians and the lawyers keep repeating it over and over again and chances are if you went 
through the mall and began asking people at random if there is a constitutional "check" on 
separation of church and state, they'd probably say, "yes."  Sad.  With school back in session and 
if your kids are going to a public school they will be severely restricted in what they can say or 
do--in some cases wear--in connection with the religion we are supposed to be able to freely 
practice in this country.   
  
          More than ever, you need to be a good parent or grand parent in making sure your kids are 
getting the proper values taught at home cause, sure as shootin'--they're not going to get it in a 
public school these days.  Ask them questions about their day and what they're learning.  Read 
their textbooks and see what kind of stuff is in there.  While you may not be able to control what 
they hear in class and are taught you can at least counter it at home.   
  
          It's a sad state of affairs that schools (with few exceptions) now teach kids what to think 
rather than how to think.  There's no substitute, however, for good parenting and that's where you 
come in--ask some questions.  Sit down with your kids and ask them what they're learning.  I 
know it's easy to paint with a broad brush and there are some very good teachers who try their 
best to teach kids the right things and the appreciation of America and all the blessings we have.  
There are optional courses not teaching the Bible in our public schools in Georgia, not on a 
religious basis but as literature.  But look for our "buddies" in the ACLU (American Communist 
Lovers Union) to challenge that.  (FYI: The ACLU was begun by a card-carrying Communist--
you can look it up).   
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          Remember there is a constant battle for your children's minds though media and school and 
you have be on guard.  If you don't who will win their hearts and minds?  It's up to you to fight 
some of the things they're taught these days.  Learn from history...and speaking of Nazis... 
remember the immortal words of the well-known German Protestant Pastor who survived the 
Holocaust: 
   
 "They came for the Communists, and I didn't object--for I was not a Communist;  
 They came for the Socialists, and I didn't object--for I was not a Socialist; 
 They came for the labor leaders, and I didn't object--for I was not a labor leader; 
 They came for the Jews, and I didn't object--for I wasn't a Jew; 
 Then they came for me--and there was no one left to object." 
  
                                                                               Godspeed, 
                                                                               Bill 
 

**** 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES  
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council Board Meeting 

August 9, 2007 
 

The council meeting was called to order by Bill Edwards. Pastor Hopkins opened the meeting 
with prayer. Pastor opened the meeting with Hosea 4. 
 
Those members in attendance were Pastor Hopkins, Leslie Allen, Michelle Pitts, Mark Pavlin, 
Karl Schumacher, Williy Harris, Bill Edwards, Scott Idelman, Mike Fajen, and Yvette Crowe, 
Steve Bellmoff, and Leann Grefski. 
 
The minutes were distributed to each board member; they were accepted as is. 
 
 Jim Sell with Universal Church Directories presented their program and process of a new church 
directory.  Council will discuss later in the meeting. 
 
Treasurer:  
* Financial statements were not distributed as the bank statements were not in causing a delay in 
the statements being updated and processed. 
* Karl reported that collections were up in comparison to last year. 
 
Board of Stewardship:  (Karl Schumacher reporting for Stewardship) 
* “Steward of Love” award; they have three names they would like to award this to; council 
requests more details on this program before setting it into motion and beginning the distribution 
of these awards. 
* Why is the van not being used?  Mike expressed that people express there may be a front end 
problem with it and it should be checked out and fixed.  Mike F. agreed to have it checked out 
and let us know an update. 
*  Questions brought up about sick day policy for staff; Mark P. will check into this with the 
Elders and bring an answer back to the council.  

 
Board of Evangelism:   
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* Invitation to worship cards were ordered and also silver crosses.  These will be packaged and 
handed out on Rally Sunday, Sept. 9th to all in services. 
* the picture is still being worked on, the images are incorrect sizing, therefore we are having to 
work on resizing them to fit the picture stand. 
* Evangelism will be doing the breakfast for the month of September… since this board is small, 
other council members volunteered to help.( Mike, Leslie, Michelle, Bill, & Steve.) 
 
Board of Social Ministry: No written report. 
* reported they made $342 during the month of July doing the Sunshine Café breakfast on 
Sunday mornings.  These funds are going to assist with the military coupon/ appreciation books 
that are being designed. 
 
Board of Christian Education 
* reported on the summer classes. 
* Rally Sunday is Sept. 9th 
* would like to send out invitations to the new year of Sunday School class to all members 
* Superintendent and Sunday School Secretary are both open and need to be filled. 
 
DCE:   
*Christian Educators Conference Sept. 19-21 
* Night of Joy Sept. 7th & 8th 
* there are several training opportunities available (Christ Care, Sunday school teachers training, 
and Youth Ministry Team Training (looking to involve parents and develop this team) 
* the youth will lead the worship service on Sept. 30th 
* we are looking for youth musicians 

 
Board of Youth Ministry: No written report. 
* planning a youth meeting with parents discussing the schedule and the goals 
* need a leader for the elementary school kids (TLC Pythons)  idea to ask parents to take a 
meeting once a month to have more involvement. 

 
Board of Elders: See attached report 
* training to be set up for the ushers in Sept. 
* a report can now be provided by Betty or Sherry on monthly worship service attendance and 
communion participation. 
* Scott Idleman was elected to continue as Vice Chairman of the Board of Elders 
* Budget preparation is on the agenda for the next two Elders meetings.  Coverage of Pastor’s 
cellular bill and an increase in Michelle’s vehicle allowance to be discussed. 

** also discussed was budgets be to October council meeting for discussion and acceptance 
by council.  Date will be determined at that time as to the council meeting for November.  
Preliminary budgets due to Karl by Sept. 27th.  

* Encourage anyone who has scheduling info. To be put on the website, please send it to Anna 
Hahn. 
* intending to have one service on voters meeting Sunday… date to be November 11th 

 

Pastor Hopkins: See attached report 
* Pastor gave credit to Yvette for the new bulletin covers. 
*August 25th is the visions meeting & workshop. 10am – 2pm 
* August 19th, Open House at the Hopkins house… all are invited 
* Sept. 23rd – 26th, Pastors conference in St. Pete Beach, FL. 
* would like to have 3 adult bible study classes running at all times 
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Board of Property Management: See attached report. 
* Suggestion made that November Fest be expanded to include garage sale/and or the quilter’s 
group selling their quilts. 
* reviewed the organizational chart for changes…accepted as changed 
 
Old Business 
* Karl checked on credit card info; bank wants a person to guarantee the credit card.  Discussion 
again about changing  banks.  Karl is checking out our options. 
* discussed the Dave Ramsey class again; Bill & Pam Edwards would be the team leaders; 
Stewardship still checking this out; discussed that this is more of a community based program to 
draw people in, it was passed over to Evangelism to check out. 
 
New Business: . 
* Picadilly Cafeteria in the Oglethorpe Mall has a program that when you pay, if you write the 
name of your church on the receipt, they keep a running total and after we accumulate a certain 
amount, 10% comes back to Trinity.  Leann Grefski signed our church up. ( Thanks to Tom & 
Betty Liles for the heads up on this program.) 
* security for the building and parking lot was discussed… since there have been numerous 
situations where cars have been broken in to, … several names of contacts were given and are 
going to be checked out for options of what we can do. 
* motion made to do a new directory and was passed.  Picked the dates for Oct. 17th – 20th. 
 
The council adjourned after saying the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Next Council meeting will be on Thursday, September 13th at 6:00 PM. 

 
                                                                                Submitted by Leann Grefski 
 

***** 
 
BOARD OF ELDERS 
 
Altar Argot 
Specialists use words - jargon - with meanings peculiar to the procedures, places, equipment, and 
wardrobe of their area of expertise. Caring for Trinity’s worship spaces, sacramental 
paraphernalia, and vestments is a special task entrusted to the Altar Guild. Here are some of the 
terms they use: 
  

Acolyte: Worship service assistant, often a youth. 
Alb: A long white linen vestment with straight sleeves. 
Cassock: The long under garment worn by the minister. It is usually black.  
Chasuble: A loose vestment with neck aperture and worn over the alb. 
Ciborium: Covered cup to hold the sacramental bread. 
Cincture: The girdle of a cassock. 
Corporal: A square linen cloth used upon the altar at communion. 
Credence: Shelf, lectern side of the altar, where communion ware is set until needed at the altar. 
Crucifer: One who carries the cross through the nave to the sanctuary to start a worship service. 
Crucifix: A cross with a representation of our Lord's body (corpus) upon it. 
Cruet or ampulla: The receptacle for wine and for water. 
Elements: The materials used in the sacraments, namely, water, wine, and bread. 
Ewer: The pitcher for holding the water for the Baptismal font. 
Fair linen: Principal covering of the top of the altar that hangs over the sides of the altar. 
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Flagon: Large covered glass or metal container for a reserve of wine or grape juice. 
Font: The receptacle of stone, metal or wood, which holds the water for the Baptism. 
Frontal: Covering of cloth that hangs before the front of the altar, covering the front of the altar. 
Frontlet or superfrontal: A short cover for the top of the altar frontal. 
Girdle: A rope, usually made of white cotton, tied around the waist over the alb. 
Lectern: A stand on which rests the Bible and from which it is read during services. 
Mensa: The top of the altar. 
Pall: The linen cover for the chalice; also, the cover for a coffin. 
Paraments: General term for all of the hangings adorning altar, credence, pulpit and lectern. 
Paten: The silver or gold plate for the bread at communion. 
Protecting cloth: A cloth placed over the fair linen to protect it from dust and dirt when not in use. 
Purificator: A small linen napkin used to wipe the vessels after communion. 
Stole: A long narrow band of silk or brocade worn over the shoulders of the clergy. 
Surplice: A white linen vestment worn by the clergy over the cassock. 
Veil: A covering for the chalice. 
Vestment: Ecclesiastical garment worn for church services; also, coverings for the altar. 
Wafer: A thin disk of unleavened bread used in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 
                                                                              Mark Pavlin 

  Head Elder 
 
***** 

 
BOARD OF SOCIAL MINISTRY 
 
          A big thank you to Anna and David Lewis for August's cooking class.  They introduced us 
to some great Cajun cooking and everyone who attended had a lot of fun and brought home a 
wonderful meal.  Our next class will be on September 15th.  The topic will be announced in an 
upcoming bulletin. We were able to ship 6 boxes of toys and personal items to Jon Collins in  
Iraq.  We await feedback from him on how your generous gifts are received. Liz assures me he 
will probably take photos which we will share with you all. 
 
          Our project to provide some treats and services to the families of our deployed soldiers is 
almost ready to roll out.  Each board member has worked on a piece of this project and the com-
munity has been very generous.  Our intention is to recognize and thank them for their sacrifice 
on our behalf. 
 
          The food pantry is in need of replenishing again.  Donations of food items that will provide 
a meal, or cash with which we can shop would be greatly appreciated.  We also provide the office 
with Kroger gift cards to supplement what is in the pantry, so cash donations for those would be 
well received. 
 
          Thank you for your ongoing support for all of our outreach projects. 
 

***** 
 

Be ye fishers of men.   
You catch them - He'll clean them. 

 
 



 7

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

PENNY POWER (for the Trinity Family—especially the kids!) 
 

Read Mark 12:41-44  and Psalm 14 
 
          Are you partial to pennies?  I am, since my hero Abraham Lincoln’s face is on them.  I still 
stop to pick up pennies because “penny power” is something I believe in.   
 
          The Stewardship Board wants to distribute mite boxes in September for those who don’t 
have them.  Let’s help ourselves and our youth to start a lifetime of giving to Jesus.  He gave His 
life for our eternal salvation on a cross.  But He praised the widow for her penny because she 
gave all she had.  Children can learn to give their “all” with pennies, and see that pennies make 
dollars, and dollars help take the Gospel to the world. 
 

Dear Lord,  “All that we have is Yours alone, A trust from You, our King.” Amen. 
 

***** 
 

BOARD OF EVANGELISM   
 
          Rally Sunday starts our Invitation to Worship Outreach.  Each person will receive a packet 
containing three ITW cards and 2 crosses.  Please use these as tools to invite your friends, family 
or neighbors to join us for worship.  The crosses are such a wonderful way to reassure the power 
of prayer. 
 
          As you need replenishing of cards or crosses, they are available in fish bowls on the table in 
the narthex.  Please take what you can use.  May God's love strengthen you as you ask, "Do you 
know my friend, Jesus?"  Give out the cards and/or crosses.  
 

Get ready!  It's time!  Practice your smile! 
 

          Picture taking for the new church directory begins October 17 thru October 20.  Fill in your 
dates using the bulletin inserts.  You will receive an 8X10 photo plus a church directory FREE! 
You may order other photos if you would like.  They would make great Christmas gifts.  
However, there is no obligation to buy anything. 
 

Breakfast at the Sunshine Breakfast 
 
          We will be serving breakfast all 5 Sundays in September.  Our fund raiser is to help buy 
mugs and for an Evangelism workshop.  If you could and would, we really could use your help on 
Sundays from 8:30-9:45 a.m. 
 
                                                                         Joyfully Serving Christ, 
                                                                         Willy Harris, Chairman  (961-7573) 
 

***** 
 

If God is your Co-pilot - swap seats! 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
 

September Congregational Work Day – Saturday, September 8th, 9-12, L.O.L 

Work Day:  Well, August work day was another sweltering day, but with some really cool 
people, and much was accomplished. Our freely perspiring crew included the talents of Pastor, 
Bruce & David (the digger) Bringman, Butch, Greg (mower man) Bergman, Dylan the glue man, 
Sandy Sanders, John & Ellen, Lona, Michelle, Thor, Bill (layout man) Lutes and last but not 
least, Lunch on Linda.  I had hoped for a little cooler weather, but while it was still hot, we got a 
break most of the morning with cloud cover and a nice breeze. We did a lot of the usual sprucing 
up, but the big excitement was that we started doing some preliminary work necessary to put in 
the meditation garden between the two buildings. More on this later. The heat required lots of 
water and frequent breaks. We did do a lot of yard work, repaired the Ed Building door threshold, 
and a few other things, however, most of the peoplepower was directed to the garden. We will 
probably continue this effort next work day with sod cutting and other preparations. All in all, 
another busy work day topped off with a great lunch and fellowship. Many thanks for your efforts 
folks.   

          September work day will be on September 8th, please join us for a fun day at church.  We 
have a lot that can be done; hopefully the weather will be a little more tolerable.    

Meditation Garden:  You probably saw some of the striping done on the area between the two 
buildings.  Bill Lutes has done some layout work with lawn marking paint that shows the location 
of the fencing and paved areas of the proposed Meditation Garden.  Two entrances from the side 
walk merge into a larger patio with a fountain, then a single path and gate leads to the rear 
entrance of the Ed Building. This had to be sculpted to miss numerous valves and other 
obstructions and provide screening for the Ed Building HVAC. The Garden is fenced on the south 
and east sides and some screening fences along the covered sidewalk. Many of the granite 
benches will be used to line the patio, which will be surrounded by landscaped beds of plants. It 
should be really nice, but we had to do some preliminary work to avoid maintenance work in the 
area.  

          You may have noticed a couple of white pipes sticking up here and there, this is the 
network for the Garden sprinkler system installed during work day. The underground work needs 
to be done before the paving and landscape work can proceed.  We are also working on 
replacement of an old cast iron sewer serving the original building. This sewer gets root bound 
frequently and could fail later. This replacement with PVC south past the end of the Ed Building 
will avoid us having to tear up the garden later to make repairs or roto-root the sewer. A tree 
surgeon gave the area trees a ‘hurricane haircut’ to avoid that activity later.  We also have to lay 
in the underground electrical before we get started on the landscaping, fencing and paving.  We 
hope to be able to use the old conduit which powered the original shed, and then branch from 
near the stained glass window to the fountain and also to the new shed.  There is a sense of 
urgency to all this so we can start landscaping during the fall. Many thanks to Bill and others that 
have been working on this project in the background for many months.  

Building CO and Bonds ;  Many thanks to Shirley Lopez for her help in building a fire under the 
City to bring this issue to a conclusion. She has contacted Tony Thomas (who is running for re-
election) and he has put the question to the City on our behalf as to why this is not resolved. At 
this writing we have gotten a call from the City Engineering group(?), so some progress may be 
in the offing on finally recovering our bonds and getting a CO.  Incidentally, if you are in Mr. 
Thomas district, you should be aware of his help to Trinity on this issue. He has also helped us on 
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WE GET LETTERS 
 
Dear Trinity family,  
 
         Thank you to all the Saints at Trinity. What a blessing to be in a church with all of you 
caring about those that are sick, in the hospital, and those that have had surgery. Thank you for all 
your prayers, cards, phone calls, when I had my knees operated on. I enjoyed each and every 
card, and your messages by way of phone. Your prayers must have been the answer to my healing 
as they all tell me I am way ahead of the game. Of course Bill was the best caretaker you would 
ever wish for.  
                                                                                Bless you all, 
                                                                                Ellen Lutes 
 

---- 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
          Thank you for all of your prayers, cards, presents and hugs during my surgery and recovery 
process.  This has been very difficult for me to deal with.  My family, especially Jennifer, my 
church family and my school and private student families have helped me more than you could 
ever know.  Pastor Hopkins has been so supportive, Susan has been truly a blessing, Rachel 
Hopkins took over for VBS and did wonderful job, and Leann has brought over some great meals.  
Without all of you, my cancer would not be as easy to deal with. 
 
          Thank you for your love and support.  I really feel very blessed. 
 
                                                                              God bless you all, 
      Marie Malfatti 
 

**** 
 

THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
 Thanks to all of you women who are working so hard on the prayer shawls and lap robes.  
 
  If you know of anyone you would like to give one to, please see me or call me at (912) 
980-6735.  We will soon be giving them to people who need some warmth this winter. 
  
 Our next prayer shawl meeting will be September 19, 2007 from 1-3 p.m.   
 
      The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
      Charlotte Ross   (912) 980-6735 
 

Peace starts with a smile. 
 

*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+*+* 
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THE DAY LILY CIRCLE/TRINITY LWML 

 
Guest Speaker: Pastor Dunker from Augusta, GA 
Program: Interim Pastor in New Zealand 
Date:  Tuesday, September  11, 2007 
Place:  Trinity Lutheran Church 

                Time:  10:00 a.m. 
 
          Please come out and join us Tuesday, September 11.  Pastor Dunker will speak on his 
experiences in New Zealand while he was Interim Pastor there.  Lunch will follow. 
 
          Guests are welcome.  Anyone needing a ride, please call Charlotte Crake (352-4801). Mary 
Durden (691-2800), or Katherine Lee (925-3544).  Please bring mites and love offerings. 
 
          Pray for the LWML on Monday at noon.  Remember the Trinity family in prayer with 
special concern for the sick, the shut-ins, and those with special needs. 
 
                                                                              God’s blessings to all,                   
                                                                              Helen Niedzielski, President 
 

***** 
 
EVENING LWML LADIES' GUILD 
 
          The Lutheran Women's Missionary League Ladies' Guild will begin it's new season on 
Wednesday, September 5, at the home of Jackie Deemer.   Ladies will meet at the church at 6:00 
p.m. to share rides together to Rincon.  Jackie will serve a light meal before we start.  We will 
finish up our Bible study on "Caring and Sharing God's Love" with Chapter 6.  Do some 
reviewing and bring your Bibles.  Following the Bible study we will have our business and 
planning meeting.  We cordially invite all ladies of Trinity to attend!  We enjoy the time 
together learning more about the Lord and doing His work.  Please join us!!  
 
          Please mark your calendar for the 20th of October.  The East Central GA Fall Rally will be 
in Warner Robins, GA.  We hope a lot of you are planning to go!!             
 
                                                                            With Son-Shine blessings, 
                                                                            Barbara Prieto, President                                      
            

S E R V E   T H E   L O R D   W I T H   G L A D N E S S ! 
 

**** 
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DO YOU PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?   
 
          Do you have an instrument sitting up in the closet on the shelf just waiting to come out and 
play?  Well, blow off the dust because here is your opportunity.  I am interested in starting a 
group to play during the services during the hymns or special music a few times a month.  If you 
are interested please Jennifer Smith at 921-0133 or 507-4990.  This is another great way to add 
music to our worship service. 
  
         I look forward to hearing from you. 
                                                                              Jennifer Smith 
 

***** 
 
 
THE YOUNG AT HEART (OVER 50) GROUP 
 
          The Young at Heart Group will meet Tuesday, September 18, at 11:00 a.m.  There will be a 
Planning Meeting for the new year and then a potluck lunch.  Bring a covered dish.  
  
          Be there for the fun of it! 
                           Katherine Lee 
                                                                                  

***** 
 
LUTHERAN SERVICES OF GEORGIA 
 

Georgia Savannah Golf Outing 

          Mark your calendar!  The 4th Annual Lutheran Services of Georgia Phyllis Kunsman 
Memorial Golf Outing takes place on Monday, November 12, 2007, at Henderson Golf Club, 
Savannah, GA.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. with a shotgun start at 9:00 a.m.   For a fee of 
$100, you will receive continental breakfast, lunch, green fees and golf card.  If you are ready to 
play, call Mike Vaughn at 912-313-5101, to sign up or for more information. 
 

***** 
 
OTHER ITEMS: 
   
NEW MEMBER CLASSES will begin on Sunday, September 16, during the Sunday School 
hour.  If you or someone you know would like to learn more about Lutheranism, please let Pastor 
Hopkins know……PLEASE MARK all boxes that are brought to the church (for what project 
and mark who brought it) so we know where to help direct it.  Things have been left that we 
know not what to do with☺…….The TLC SINGERS will be starting back with practice on 
Thursdays (a change of day).  The first meeting will be on Thursday, September 6, from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.  If you have any interest in this choir which sings at the 8:30 a.m. service, please call 
Jackie Deemer at 728-6280.  You are all are invited!!!..........THE MARANATHA CHOIR has 
started back on Wednesday's at 7:00 p.m.  Call Rebecca Wayman at 756-4845 if you are 
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interested in joining.……..  PLEASE FILL OUT one of the family information sheets and time 
and talent sheet that was available in your July newsletter/or in the narthex.  We got very little 
response from this.  We are trying to update our info for the Shepherd's Staff.  Thank you………. 
TRINITY BENEFITS from eating at Piccadilly Cafeteria. Anytime you eat at Piccadilly Cafeteria 
in the Oglethorpe Mall, if you will write Trinity Lutheran Church on the top of your receipt 
before you pay, Trinity will get credit for the money you are spending.  After we reach a certain 
amount,  Piccadilly will send a check to Trinity for 10% of the total!!!!........  
 

 
THE ELDERS WOULD LIKE TO ENCOURAGE EACH FAMILY 

TO PROVIDE THE CHURCH WITH  E-MAIL ADDRESSES. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES: 

Pastor John Hopkins: pastorhopkins151@bellsouth.net 
Michelle Pitts: michellepitts@bellsouth.net 
Sherry Kreger & Betty Talley: tlcsecretary616@bellsouth.net    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
THE MISSION OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH is to nurture and equip God's people 
  for their daily ministry as they reach out in word and deed with the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 

 


