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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Thanksgiving Eve 

November 27, 2019  7:00 p.m. Communion Service 
 

WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. We want to know who you are, so please provide 
your contact information in the Friendship Book as it is passed during the Offertory. If you are 

visiting, honor us by signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in 
either as you are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request during communion services. Please speak to the 

pastor before service if you wish to receive the host in this form. 
 

Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device. 
 

(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
Should you have a prayer request today, please fill out a Blue Card from the pew rack and 

place it on the Altar Rail before the Service begins. Pastor will gather them up at the 
beginning of the Service to include them in the Prayers of the Church following the sermon. 
Feel comfortable to kneel and offer your own silent prayers when you bring your cards to the 

Rail if you so desire. 
 

FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! Sometimes our littlest saints 

get a little rambunctious during the service. We invite you to use the Cry Room as to not 
disturb others. Our Cry Room, complete with children's activities and seating for parents and 

children, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. Parents can hear the service through the 
sound system. We want your children to feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the 

Trinity family! 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
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AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

We celebrate Thanksgiving, a day dedicated to remembering all that God has 
done for us and thanking Him for His abundant blessings. Though you may have 
food to cook and relatives to entertain, take a moment and pause before the Lord, 
who has provided You with many blessings, chief among them sending His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to give you eternal life. 
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DIVINE SERVICE 
 
WELCOME 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Please Stand 
 
HYMN  892                    "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come"  
 
INVOCATION 
  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES   
 
Pastor:  Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 
People:  His steadfast love endures forever. 
 
Pastor:  He has created us together with all creatures. 
People:  He has given us our bodies and souls, eyes, ears, and all our members. 
 
Pastor:  He has given us our reason and all our senses and still takes care of them. 
People:  He has given us clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home. 
 
Pastor:  He has given us our spouses and children, our land, animals, and all that we 
have. 
People: He richly and daily gives us all that we need to support our bodies and 

lives. 
 
Pastor:  He defends us against all danger and guards and protects us from all evil. 
People: All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without 

any merit or worthiness in me. 
 
Pastor:  For all this it is our duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
People:  This is most certainly true. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION       
 
Pastor: God has indeed given us all we need to support our lives, and yet we often fail 

to return thanks for all He has given us. We often take for granted the 
abundant blessings He has poured into our lives. We have often hungered for 
more, rather than being content with what the Lord has given. We now turn to 
the Lord, seeking His forgiveness for the sake of Jesus. 

 
Silence for reflection. (Kneel or Be Seated) 

 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have taken Your good gifts without returning thanks. 

Forgive us for our grumbling. Have mercy on us, forgive us, and lead us, 
so that we delight in Your good gifts and walk in Your glorious way. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given many good gifts to you, but the greatest 

of all was His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus has died and is risen for you 
and your salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We return thanks to the Lord for His forgiveness. We remember 
all His good gifts. 

 
 WORD  

 
Please Stand 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  790      “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  
 
SALUTATION  

 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
O Lord, in Your abundant mercy You have given us every good and perfect 
gift. Stir up our hearts to remember Your goodness and always return thanks 
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to You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11, 18-19 

(God’s wandering people.) 
 

1“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an 
inheritance and have taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the 
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD 
your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place 
that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name to dwell there. 3And you shall 
go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare today to the 
LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our fathers to 
give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before 
the altar of the LORD your God. 

5“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean 
was my father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and 
there he became a nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us 
harshly and humiliated us and laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the 
God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and 
our oppression. 8And the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and wonders. 9And he brought 
us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10And 
behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have 
given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before 
the LORD your God. 11And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God 
has given to you and to your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is 
among you. 

18And the LORD has declared today that you are a people for his treasured 
possession, as he has promised you, and that you are to keep all his commandments, 
19and that he will set you in praise and in fame and in honor high above all nations that 
he has made, and that you shall be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he 
promised.” 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Philippians 4:6-20 
(Do not be anxious. God provides.) 

 
6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you 
have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 

10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for 
me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 
12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves 
know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered 
into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in 
Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, 
but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have received full payment, and 
more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a 
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our 
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
VERSE Psalm 136:1 
 

Alleluia. Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures 
forever. Alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 17:11-19 

(Jesus cleanses ten lepers. One returns to give thanks.) 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
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11On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12And as 
 he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up 
 their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said 
 to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were 
 cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 
 God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now 
 he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
 nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 
 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
Be Seated 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  785         "We Praise You, O God"  
 
SERMON                  "God’s Treasured Possessions"  Deuteronomy 26:18-19 
 
OFFERING   
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  789        “Praise and Thanksgiving” 
 
Please Stand 
 
APOSTLES' CREED  
 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
 Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
 and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
 dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
 
Kneel or Be Seated 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   
 
Pastor: Let us return thanks to the Lord, for all the good and perfect gifts He has 

given us, and let us pray for all people according to their needs. 
 
Dear heavenly Father, You have given us abundant earthly blessings. As we 
celebrate Thanksgiving, we thank You for the food and drink that will be on 
our tables this day and every day. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, provide for all those who do not know from where their next meal is 

coming. Strengthen them with Your presence and raise up people who will 
have mercy upon them. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, thank You for the gifts of our clothing and shoes, house and home, and 

all our fiscal resources. Give hope to the poor, the homeless, the unemployed, 
and underemployed. Help them to rely on You in these challenging times. Oh, 
give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, thank You for the gift of families and friends. Thank You for our 

communities of faith. Thank You for the opportunity to gather with the ones 
we love. Protect all who are traveling for the holiday, and strengthen those 
who cannot be with family and friends today. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for 
He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, thank You for the government and those who are in authority over us. 

Bless them with wisdom and compassion. Lead them where You want them to 
go. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, thank You for taking care of Your creation. Help us and all people who 

are stewards of this planet to make wise choices to care for all You have given 
us. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
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Pastor: Lord, thank You for the gift of health and long life. Look with favor upon all 
who are sick, injured, and recovering, [especially . . .]. Have mercy upon them 
and heal them according to Your will. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is 
good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor: Lord, thank You for the gift of good friends and faithful neighbors. Be with 

all those who are lonely, those who have moved to a new place, and those 
who are struggling to find community. Bring them the joys of fellowship with 
others who return thanks to You. Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People:  for His mercy endures forever. 
 
Pastor:  Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 
LORD'S PRAYER    Matthew 6:9-13 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT  
 

The Sacrament, or Lord's Supper, is a special gift from God that brings us into personal 
communion with Jesus Christ. "In, with and under" the bread and wine we receive His body 

and blood for forgiveness and renewal. If you are a repentant sinner, come to the table 
expecting to receive God's wonderful gifts for you! 

 
Communicants will take their own wine cups as they are passed. Those requiring non-

alcoholic grape juice will take the cups with white grape juice from the middle of the tray. 
 

Be Seated 
 
OUR EXAMINATION 
 
Pastor:  In preparation for Holy Communion, St. Paul reminds us to examine our faith 
  prior to receiving the LORD'S Supper, so I ask you to reflect on these  
  questions: 

• Do you repent of all your sins of thought, word and deed? 
• Do you believe that Jesus Christ is your only Savior from all sin, Satan 

and death? 
• Do you believe that the Risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament 

and that with the bread and wine you receive His true Body and Blood? 
• Do you resolve to dedicate your life to the service of your LORD? 

 
 If you answer in faith "Yes!" to these questions, you are invited to come 
 forward and partake of the LORD'S Supper during Distribution. By your 
 coming forward, "You proclaim the LORD'S death until He comes." 

 
Please Stand 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION    

         Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
Pastor:  Our LORD Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
  when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
  “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
  of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
  given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this cup is  

the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you for the remission 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 
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PAX DOMINI  
 
Pastor:  The peace of the LORD be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI  
 

  

  

  

 
 

Be Seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  
 
 HYMN  822    "Alleluia! Let Praises Ring"  
 HYMN  802    "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"  
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
Please Stand 
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BENEDICTION  
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (†) give you peace.   Numbers 6:24–26 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  895      "Now Thank We All Our God"  
  
Be Seated 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and RECOGNITION OF OUR GUESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God.  

 
 
 
 
 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts, and I am helped; 
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to Him. 

Psalm 28:7 
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ASKING A BLESSING AND RETURNING THANKS 
 
The following prayers are contained in Luther’s Small Catechism as ways to ask for a pre-
meal blessing and return thanks following the meal. Consider incorporating these as part of 
your Thanksgiving celebration. 
 
Asking a Blessing 
The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, 
and say: 
The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You 
open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16) 
 
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your 
bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Returning Thanks 
Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say: 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every 
creature. He provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure 
is not in the strength of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in 
those who fear Him, who put their hope in His unfailing love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11) 
 
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 
We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 4. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
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HAPPENING AT TRINITY 

 
MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Wednesday worship services will be on December 4th, 11th, and 18th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SERVING IN THE LORD'S HOUSE THIS EVENING 
Tom Wayman & Sonny Massey, Elders 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Jazzy Burgess, Christopher Cesaroni II, Jackie & Tom Deemer, Martha Fulton, Ellen Lutes, 
Fred Mote, Jack Stein, Susan  

 
CANCER 

Louie Carlton, Cheryl Soltis 
 

GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 
Kristen Casey, Cindy & Tom Rogers, Roman Sims, Richard Whitbeck 

 
OUR WITNESS 

Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 
 

OUR CONCERNS 
Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
12391 Mercy Blvd.      

Savannah, GA 31419     
 

phone 912-925-4839                 trinityoffice@bellsouth.net 
fax  912-925-4056           www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Jeff Webb, Pastor 

Jeff Lewis, Director of Music and Organist 
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant 

Jocelyn Willis, Nursery Attendant 
Helen Williams, Church Custodian 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
Tom Wayman, Head Elder 

Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards 

Todd Freesemann 

Scott Idleman 
Sonny Massey 

Rick Mizell 
Mark Waltz

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 

Bob Reynolds, Vice President 
Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 

Mike Fajen & Bud Gerdes, Board of 
Property Management 

Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 
Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, TLC 

Website 
Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 

Rosemary Gerdes, LWR Quilters 
Karen Hanovich, Sunday School 

Superintendent, TLC Marketing 
Lonna McEwen, LWML  

Lonna McEwen & Cindy Reynolds,  
Altar Guild 
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