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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The First Wednesday of Advent 

December 4, 2019  1:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. We want to know who you are, so please provide 
your contact information in the Friendship Book in the pew. If you are visiting, honor us by 

signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in 
either as you are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device. 

 
(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! Sometimes our littlest saints 
get a little rambunctious during the service. We invite you to use the Cry Room as to not 

disturb others. Our Cry Room, complete with children's activities and seating for parents and 
children, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. Parents can hear the service through the 

sound system. We want your children to feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the 
Trinity family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
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AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of the Lord our Savior. He first 
came in the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. More than that, however, He also comes to us today in His Word and 
Sacraments. Then, as at His first coming, we also gather now in patient 
anticipation of His final coming in the day of the resurrection of all flesh. This 
year we are encouraged by the example of the patient waiting of three women in 
the Old Testament. The first is Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in faith, 
and the mother of Isaac. The second is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother 
of Samson, the great “savior judge” and deliverer of God’s people. Finally is 
Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and mother of Samuel. All of these prepare us for 
Mary and the virgin birth of Jesus, the Son of God. As each of these women had 
no prospect of bearing a child yet had the gift of faith that nothing is impossible 
with God, so the Scriptures enable us to exercise the patience of faith under 
whatever trials beset us. This patience makes Advent a season of hope. 
 
Today we rejoice in the beginning of God’s fulfillment of His promise to 
Abraham as He gives the patriarch Isaac, even in the face of our doubt and 
impatience. 
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ADVENT MIDWEEK 1 
 

VESPERS 
 
Please Stand 
 
Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 
People:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
Pastor:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
People:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
People:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 
HYMN  350            "Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come"  
 
Be Seated 
 
READING                     Hebrews 11:1-3, 8, 11-12 
 
Pastor:  A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 
 

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
2For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3By faith we understand that 
the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible. 

8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.  

11By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the 
age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one man, 
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as 
many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 
Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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READING            Genesis 21:1-7 
 
Pastor:              A reading from the First Book of Moses commonly called Genesis. 

 
1The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had 

promised. 2And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of 
which God had spoken to him. 3Abraham called the name of his son who was born to 
him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he 
was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old 
when his son Isaac was born to him. 6And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; 
everyone who hears will laugh over me.” 7And she said, “Who would have said to 
Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 
Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY        Jeremiah 23:5a, 6 
 
Pastor: Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 
 
Pastor: In His days Judah will be saved, 

and Israel will dwell securely. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 
 
Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 
People: This is the name by which He will be called: 

The LORD Is Our Righteousness. 
 
SERMON               “Is Anything Too Hard for the Lord?” 
 
OFFERING 
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CANTICLE 
 
Pastor:  Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
People:  and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
HYMN  936           “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” 
 
Please Stand 
 
KYRIE 
 
People:  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 
Kneel or Be Seated 
 
LORD'S PRAYER    Matthew 6:9-13 
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth 
      as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
  For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COLLECTS 
 
Pastor: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 

rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 



 6 

Pastor: O God, by the spiritual fruit of patience, You enabled blessed Sarah of old to 
hope in You even in the face of her doubts and fears. So enable us in our days 
to believe in Your promised deliverance that we may rejoice at every blessing 
You send; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 

works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
BENEDICAMUS  
 
Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.              
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  343          “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
 
Be Seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the Spirit of counsel and might, 

the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
Isaiah 11:1-2 
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SEASON OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
We begin the church year with an ending and a beginning. Advent is the season before 
Christmas during which we anticipate the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. It is in this Second Coming that He will judge the earth and raise all the dead. Those 
who have faith will be given their reward in heaven and live with Him eternally. Advent is a 
beginning as well. For we look forward to the time we celebrate Christ’s first advent, His birth 
on this earth, which we celebrate on Christmas day. The color for Advent is blue, which 
suggests hope for us while we wait. 
 

THE SYMBOLS OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The evergreen wreath symbolizes eternal life in Christ. The candles are symbolic of Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World. The act of lighting more candles each week anticipates the 
imminent coming of Christ. 
      Each candle has a specific meaning: 

1. Prophecy Candle announces a period of waiting for our Lord. – Hope 
2. Bethlehem Candle symbolizes preparing to receive the Christ Child. – Love 
3. Shepherd’s Candle symbolizes sharing of the news of Christ’s birth. The pink 

color is representative of their joy and witness to so great an event! – Joy 
4. Angels’ Candle symbolizes Christ’s final coming on Judgment Day when He will 

appear in glory with all His angels. – Peace 
5. Christ Candle is lit on Christmas Eve. This central candle signifies that the Light 

of the World, Jesus, has come. 
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP  
Wednesday Worship Services will be on December 11th and 18th at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m. 

 
CHRISTMAS WORSHP 

       Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services – 5:00pm & 7:00pm   
       Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00pm 
       Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00am   
 

NEW YEAR'S EVE WORSHIP  
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion – 7:00pm. 
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REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; Jazzy Burgess; Christopher Cesaroni II; Martha Fulton; 
Kathryn Layton; Ellen Lutes; Fred Mote; Jim Perks; Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; 

Susan; those with mental illness 
 

CANCER 
Tony Battle, Louie Carlton, Ann Hasenbank, Joanie Steptoe 

 
GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 

Pat & Gary Bradshaw; Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; Kristen Casey;  
Cindy & Tom Rogers; Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; Richard Whitbeck; 

family of Pauline Williams 
 

OUR WITNESS 
Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 

 
OUR CONCERNS 

Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
12391 Mercy Blvd.      

Savannah, GA 31419     
 

phone 912-925-4839                 trinityoffice@bellsouth.net 
fax  912-925-4056           www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Jeff Webb, Pastor 

Jeff Lewis, Director of Music and Organist 
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant 

Jocelyn Willis, Nursery Attendant 
Helen Williams, Church Custodian 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
Tom Wayman, Head Elder 

Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards 

Todd Freesemann 

Scott Idleman 
Sonny Massey 

Rick Mizell 
Mark Waltz

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 

Bob Reynolds, Vice President 
Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 

Mike Fajen & Bud Gerdes, Board of 
Property Management 

Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 
Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, 
Financial Secretary, TLC Website  

Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 

Rosemary Gerdes, LWR Quilters 
Karen Hanovich, Sunday School 
Superintendent, TLC Marketing 

Lonna McEwen, LWML  
Lonna McEwen & Cindy Reynolds,  

Altar Guild 
Ron Wolfe, Hearts of Compassion 

Outreach
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