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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Third Sunday in Advent 

December 15, 2019  8:30 a.m. Matins Service 
 

WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. We want to know who you are, so please provide 
your contact information in the Friendship Book as it is passed during the Offertory. If you are 

visiting, honor us by signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in 
either as you are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request during communion services. Please speak to the 

pastor before service if you wish to receive the host in this form. 
 

Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device. 
 

(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
Should you have a prayer request today, please fill out a Blue Card from the pew rack and 

place it on the Altar Rail before the Service begins. Pastor will gather them up at the 
beginning of the Service to include them in the Prayers of the Church following the sermon. 
Feel comfortable to kneel and offer your own silent prayers when you bring your cards to the 

Rail if you so desire. 
 

FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! Sometimes our littlest saints 

get a little rambunctious during the service. We invite you to use the Cry Room or Nursery as 
to not disturb others. Our Cry Room, complete with children's activities and seating for 

parents and children, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. Parents can hear the service 
through the sound system. Our staffed Nursery is temporarily located in the Cry Room. We 
want your children to feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the Trinity family! 

 
Our Vision: 

Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 
 

Our Mission: 
Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  

we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
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AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

When God comes to save, everything changes—joyfully. Isaiah writes that it 
would be like the desert turning green or as people’s lives being turned around. 
When Jesus came, for many who were blind, deaf, and leprous, everything 
changed in an instant as they were healed. We were certainly changed when God 
adopted us as His children in our Baptism. Now we are changed, completely 
forgiven, as Christ comes in the Lord’s Supper. In our joy we can wait patiently, 
as James encourages in the Epistle. We know that when our Lord returns, though 
He will come as Judge, Isaiah promised, “He will come and save you.” Saved 
from sin, death, and the devil: that changes everything! 
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MATINS 
 

ORGAN 
 
WELCOME 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
Please Stand 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  349       "Hark the Glad Sound" Tune: CHESTERFIELD 
 
INVOCATION  
 
 P  In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C  Amen. 
 

  

 
 Psalm 51:15 

 

 
 Psalm 70:1 
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PSALMODY  
 
ANTIPHON 

 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  357 vv. 5-6   "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel"  
   Tune: VENI EMMANUEL 
 
PSALM Psalm 146 

P  1Praise the LORD! 
C  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 
P  2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
C  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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P  3Put not your trust in princes, 
C  in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
 
P  4When his breath departs he returns to the earth; 
C  on that very day his plans perish. 
 
P  5Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
C  whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
 
P  6who made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that is in them, 
C  who keeps faith forever; 
 
P  7who executes justice for the oppressed, 
C  who gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets the prisoners free; 
 
P  8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 
C  The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

the LORD loves the righteous. 
 
P  9The LORD watches over the sojourners; 

he upholds the widow and the fatherless, 
C  but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
 
P  10The LORD will reign forever, 
C  your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

Praise the LORD! 
 

 ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
  
Be Seated 
 
The Hymn of the Day with music is found on page 7. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “In Christ Alone”   Getty & Townsend 

 
Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
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Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 
 
Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
Verse 4 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use 
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1162233 
 
 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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READINGS 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 
2it shall blossom abundantly 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
   the majesty of our God. 
3Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
4Say to those who have an anxious heart, 
   “Be strong; fear not! 
Behold, your God 
   will come with vengeance, 
with the recompense of God. 
   He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then shall the lame man leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. 
For waters break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert; 
7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8And a highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; 
the unclean shall not pass over it. 
   It shall belong to those who walk on the way; 
   even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. 
9No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
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everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain gladness and joy, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 
              A  O LORD, have mercy on us. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
TLC SINGERS           “When I Kneel at the Manger Tonight”      arr. John Carter 
What can I give to Him, a heavenly King? What can I give to Him? I have nothing to bring, 
but I'll offer my heart when I kneel at the manger tonight. What can I give to Him, to honor 
His birth? What can I give to Him?  I have nothing of worth, but I'll offer my heart when I 
kneel at the manger tonight. If I were a shepherd boy, I would give Him a lamb.  If I were a 
mighty king, I would give Him a bright golden ring. But what can I give Him, I have nothing 
at all. What can I give to Him? Would my gift be too small if I offer my heart when I kneel at 
the manger tonight? 
 
EPISTLE READING James 5:7–11 
 

7Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. 9Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11Behold, 
we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the 
steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 
compassionate and merciful. 

 
              A  O LORD, have mercy on us. 
 C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-15 
 

2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his 
disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and 
the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed 
is the one who is not offended by me.” 

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What 
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did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater 

than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. 13For all the Prophets and the Law 
prophesied until John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 
15He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 

   
              A  O LORD, have mercy on us. 
 C Thanks be to God. 

 
RESPONSORY   Psalm 119:89; 26:8; Luke 11:28 

 

 

 
 
Be Seated 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE  
 
SERMON                    "Rejoice: God Changes Everything"  Isaiah 35:1-10 
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The service continues on page 13. 
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CANTICLE 
 
Please Stand 
 
TE DEUM ~ We Praise You, O God    
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Be Seated 
 
OFFERING   
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PRAYER 
 
Kneel or Remain Seated 
 
 P Let us kneel for prayer. 
 
KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy                                   Mark 10:47 

 

 
 
PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE  
 
LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 
 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
 will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
 forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
 not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
 power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
PRAYER FOR GRACE 

 
P O LORD, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your 
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, 
may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our LORD, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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BENEDICTION   2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

P The grace of the LORD Jesus Christ and the love of (†) God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

   
 
CLOSING HYMN  813 vv. 1, 3, 5, 7     "Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng" Tune: MARION 
 
Be Seated 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and RECOGNITION OF OUR GUESTS 
 
ORGAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God  

by Bill & Ellen Lutes in memory of Gwen Cooper.  
 
 
 
 
 

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
Micah 5:2 
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BREAKFAST IS SERVED 
 

The Sonshine Cafe serves breakfast each Sunday after the 8:30am Service. Your free will 
offering goes to support various ministries within the Church and our community. Guests are 
always welcome. Please join us for good food and great fellowship in the Social Hall before 
Sunday School begins at 10:15am. The breakfast teams always need help. Please speak with 
someone in the kitchen or a staff member for details on how you can help. 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Join Bill Edwards for a class on Holiday Hymns November 24 through December 15, meeting 
in the Social Hall after breakfast 
 

GROWING IN CHRIST (Elementary & Middle Grades) 
We will be practicing for the Christmas Play during the Sunday School hour. Please be sure to 
let Jennifer know if your child/children will be available to participate. Thank you. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SUNDAY SCHOOL (9th – 12th Grade) 
Karl Schumacher leads the High School students in a study of Christmas. We will look at the 
Bible passages, take a Christmas quiz, look at the traditional Christmas carols, and enjoy this 
special time of year. Meet in the Education Building, upstairs youth room with the couches.  
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Join us at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday mornings in the Education Building to study the Word. 
We are currently studying the Ten Commandments. 
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HAPPENING AT TRINITY 
 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
Advent: Wednesday (December 18) at 1:00 & 7:00pm 
Christmas Eve: Candlelight Services at 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
        Candlelight Service with Communion at 10:00pm 
Christmas Day: Worship with Communion at 10:00am 
New Year’s Eve: Worship with Communion at 7:00pm 

 
ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE 

Today 
Please return Angel Tree gifts by today. Anyone that can help with sorting the gifts per family 
and/or helping deliver to their homes, please contact Lonna. 

 
BAKE SALE & CRAFTS 

Today 
The ladies have an array of home-baked goodies for your selection in the Social Hall. Craft 
items and Christmas ornaments are still available for purchase. 

 
OVER 50 GROUP LUNCH 

Tuesday, December 17 at 11:00am 
Join the Over 50 Group for good food and fellowship on Tuesday, December 17 at 11:00 at 
Perkins Restaurant. See Marilyn McKee for more information. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Saturday, December 21 at 11:00-1:00 

All TLC children are invited to the Children’s Christmas Party on Saturday, December 21st 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. in the Education Building.  We have lots of fun activities planned, 
including a gift-making craft, games, and an outreach project to benefit the homeless.  Lunch 
will be provided.  Please rsvp on the sign-up sheet on the table in the Narthex.  If you have 
any questions, please see Jennifer Wolfe or Karen Hanovich. 

 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY 
December 22 during Sunday School 

Please join us in the Social Hall for the Children’s Christmas Play on Sunday, December 22nd 
during the Sunday School hour.  Light refreshments will be served after the play.  For more 
information, please see Jennifer Wolfe or Karen Hanovich. 

 
2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Offering Envelopes for 2020 are now available in the Social Hall. Please pick up yours today. 
 
 



 19 

ABOUT STEWARDSHIP 
Isaiah 35:4 – “Say to those who have an anxious heart, ‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your 
God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.’ 
” The return of our Lord at the Last Day is a cause of joy and anticipation for us believers. We 
know our Lord and His love, and we look forward to His Second Advent. Indeed, how we live 
our lives here and now flows from our certain hope of resurrection and eternal life. 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Where can you find out what’s happening at TLC? 
*TLC Website - www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 
*TLC Facebook page - Friends of Trinity Lutheran Church 
*A shareable Facebook page - Trinity Lutheran Church – Community Info & Events 
*Find us on Twitter at Trinity Lutheran Church – Savannah, GA 
*And Snapchat at TLCSAVGA 
 

DEADLINE for BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Every Wednesday by 9:00am 

If you need an announcement added to the Sunday bulletin, make sure to email it to Traci 
prior to Wednesday morning at 9:00am. Announcements received after the deadline may not 
make it into the bulletin that Sunday. Email announcements to trinityoffice@bellsouth.net. 
 
 
 

 
 

MINISTRY NEEDS 
 

HELP NEEDED WITH BUILDING REPAIRS 
WE NEED SOME HELP! We are about to embark on the first phase of the Education 
Building exterior repairs, namely demolition. We need help to remove the old ‘bad’ stucco, 
the cedar banding, and cedar panels from the east and south side of the building. If you can 
possible help with the dismantling, probably starting in December or January, please let us 
know. We will try to accommodate your schedule. See Mike or Bud. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.trinitylutheransavannah.org/
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TODAY'S WORSHIP SERVICES 
Traditional 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 
IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL LAST SUNDAY 

8:30 a.m. – 83  11:00 a.m. – 88 
Advent Midweek 2 – 20 (1:00); 21 (7:00) 

Giving  $5,871.20 
Advent 430.00 
Comfort Dog 10.00 
Food Pantry 50.00 
Kitchen Supplies 50.00 
Kitchen Use 150.00 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League 50.00 
Lutheran Women's Missionary League Mites 166.75 
Pastor's Discretionary Fund 100.00 
Poinsettias 129.50 
Safe Shelter 100.00 
Thanksgiving 25.00 
Youth Breakfast 100.00 

 
SERVING IN THE LORD'S HOUSE TODAY 

 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 Christopher Cesaroni, Acolyte Kenadie Borozinski, Acolyte 
 Ryan Smith, Crucifer Landon Borozinski, Crucifer 
    Mark Waltz & Todd Freesemann, Elders 
 Sonny Massey, Cantor 
 Al Moran, Reader 
 David & Jessica Padgett, Greeters Janie Spainhour & Wayne White, Greeters 
 Zachary Grizzard & JB Strange, Ushers Leslie Allen, Usher 

Bringman, Counters 
 

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY 
 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 
 Mason Anderson, Acolyte Evan Lucas, Acolyte 
 Chad Grefski, Crucifer Savannah Legg, Crucifer 
 Scott Idleman & Bill Edwards, Elders  
    Janet Yardley, Reader 
 Bud & Rosemary Gerdes, Greeters Kip & Delane Wiltse, Greeters 
 Larry Futch & Scott Idleman, Ushers Toy Allen & Kip Wiltse, Ushers 

Futch & Mizell, Counters 
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THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
TODAY  Traditional Worship Services   8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 
   Sunday School 9:45 a.m. 
   Middle School Youth Group 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
   Confirmation 12:30-2:00 p.m. 
   Girl Scout Christmas Party (Social Hall) 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
MONDAY 12/16 Girl Scouts 30093 (Choir Room) 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
TUESDAY 12/17 Over 50 Group Lunch 11:00 a.m. 
WEDNESDAY 12/18 Bible Study (Education Building) 10:00 a.m. 
   Advent Worship 1:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
   TLC Singers 6:00 p.m. 
   Maranatha Choir 7:45 p.m. 
THURSDAY 12/19  
FRIDAY 12/20 Girl Scouts (Social Hall) 5:00-9:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY 12/21 Altar Guild 10:00 a.m. 
   Sunday School Play Rehearsal (Social Hall) until 11:30 a.m. 
   Sunday School Party (Education Bulding) 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
   CCGAD Meeting (Social Hall) 11:30 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
   Youth Event (Education Building) 5:00pm-Sun morning 
 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 
 

HEALTH 
Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; Kathryn Layton; Elaine Long; Kayla Mathews Mock;  

Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; Susan; those with mental illness 
 

CANCER 
Tony Battle, Louie Carlton, Ann Hasenbank, Joanie Steptoe 

 
GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 

Pat & Gary Bradshaw; Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; family & friends of Billy Clardy; 
Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; family of Pauline Williams 

 
SPECIAL REQUEST 

Family and friends of Jim Perks 
 

OUR WITNESS 
Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 

 
OUR CONCERNS 

Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
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SERMON NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 23 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
12391 Mercy Blvd.      

Savannah, GA 31419     
 

phone 912-925-4839                 trinityoffice@bellsouth.net 
fax  912-925-4056           www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Jeff Webb, Pastor 

Jeff Lewis, Director of Music and Organist 
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant 

Jocelyn Willis, Nursery Attendant 
Helen Williams, Church Custodian 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
Tom Wayman, Head Elder 

Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards 

Todd Freesemann 

Scott Idleman 
Sonny Massey 

Rick Mizell 
Mark Waltz

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 

Bob Reynolds, Vice President 
Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 

Mike Fajen & Bud Gerdes, Board of 
Property Management 

Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 
Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, 
Financial Secretary, TLC Website  

Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 

Rosemary Gerdes, LWR Quilters 
Karen Hanovich, Sunday School 
Superintendent, TLC Marketing 

Lonna McEwen, LWML  
Lonna McEwen & Cindy Reynolds,  

Altar Guild 
Ron Wolfe, Hearts of Compassion 

Outreach
 
 
 

mailto:trinityoffice@bellsouth.net
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