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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
The Third Wednesday of Advent 

December 18, 2019  1:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today. We want to know who you are, so please provide 
your contact information in the Friendship Book in the pew. If you are visiting, honor us by 

signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in 
either as you are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device. 

 
(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! Sometimes our littlest saints 
get a little rambunctious during the service. We invite you to use the Cry Room as to not 

disturb others. Our Cry Room, complete with children's activities and seating for parents and 
children, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. Parents can hear the service through the 

sound system. We want your children to feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the 
Trinity family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
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AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming of the Lord our Savior. He first 
came in the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of the Old 
Testament. More than that, however, He also comes to us today in His Word and 
Sacraments. Then, as at His first coming, we also gather now in patient 
anticipation of His final coming in the day of the resurrection of all flesh. This 
year we are encouraged by the example of the patient waiting of three women in 
the Old Testament. The first is Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in faith, 
and the mother of Isaac. The second is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother 
of Samson, the great “savior judge” and deliverer of God’s people. Finally is 
Hannah, the wife of Elkanah and mother of Samuel. All of these prepare us for 
Mary and the virgin birth of Jesus, the Son of God. As each of these women had 
no prospect of bearing a child yet had the gift of faith that nothing is impossible 
with God, so the Scriptures enable us to exercise the patience of faith under 
whatever trials beset us. This patience makes Advent a season of hope. 
 
God has answered our prayer, especially our silent cries of loneliness, emptiness, 
and sadness. By His advent Word He gives us the hope that leads us to rejoicing 
in the gift of His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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ADVENT MIDWEEK 3 
 

VESPERS 
 
Please Stand 
 
Pastor:  O Lord, open my lips, 
People:  and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
 
Pastor:  Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
People:  make haste to help me, O Lord. 
 
People:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 
 
OFFICE HYMN  347        "Comfort, Comfort Ye My People"  
 
Be Seated 
 
READING                     Romans 8:22-27 
 
Pastor:  A reading from the Letter of the apostle Paul to the Romans. 
 

22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 
childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 
not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, 
we wait for it with patience. 

26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 
words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

 
Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
READING            1 Samuel 1:1-28 
 
Pastor:              A reading from the First Book of Samuel. 
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1There was a certain man of Ramathaim-zophim of the hill country of Ephraim 
whose name was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, 
an Ephrathite. 2He had two wives. The name of the one was Hannah, and the name of 
the other, Peninnah. And Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 

3Now this man used to go up year by year from his city to worship and to sacrifice 
to the LORD of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
priests of the LORD. 4On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to 
Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. 5But to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. 6And her rival 
used to provoke her grievously to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. 
7So it went on year by year. As often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8And Elkanah, her 
husband, said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do you not eat? And why 
is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 

9After they had eaten and drunk in Shiloh, Hannah rose. Now Eli the priest was 
sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. 10She was deeply 
distressed and prayed to the LORD and wept bitterly. 11And she vowed a vow and said, 
“O LORD of hosts, if you will indeed look on the affliction of your servant and 
remember me and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a son, then I 
will give him to the LORD all the days of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” 

12As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah was 
speaking in her heart; only her lips moved, and her voice was not heard. Therefore Eli 
took her to be a drunken woman. 14And Eli said to her, “How long will you go on 
being drunk? Put away your wine from you.” 15But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I 
am a woman troubled in spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have 
been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16Do not regard your servant as a 
worthless woman, for all along I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 
vexation.” 17Then Eli answered, “Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your 
petition that you have made to him.” 18And she said, “Let your servant find favor in 
your eyes.” Then the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer sad. 

19They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife, and the LORD 
remembered her. 20And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a son, and she called 
his name Samuel, for she said, “I have asked for him from the LORD.” 

21The man Elkanah and all his house went up to offer to the LORD the yearly 
sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, 
“As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, so that he may appear in the 
presence of the LORD and dwell there forever.” 23Elkanah her husband said to her, 
“Do what seems best to you; wait until you have weaned him; only, may the LORD 
establish his word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she weaned him. 
24And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-
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old bull, an ephah of flour, and a skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the 
LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered the bull, and they 
brought the child to Eli. 26And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the 
woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the LORD. 27For this child 
I prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition that I made to him. 28Therefore I 
have lent him to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” 

And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY        Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
 
Pastor: Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
People: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 
 
Pastor: Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord, 

From the house of the Lord we bless You. 
People: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 
 
Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit. 
People: Behold, your king is coming to you; 

righteous and having salvation. 
 
HYMN  349              “Hark the Glad Sound” 
 
SERMON                        “The Eagerness of the Lord to Save Us” Isaiah 9:7 
 

7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
   there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
   to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
   from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
OFFERING 
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CANTICLE 
 
Pastor:  Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
People:  and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
 
Kneel or Be Seated 
 
KYRIE 
 
People:  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER    Matthew 6:9-13 
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be Thy name,  
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth 
      as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses 
     as we forgive those 
     who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.   
  For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COLLECTS 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 

darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Pastor: Hear our prayer, O God, our silent prayer, our cry for mercy. As You 

graciously heard the prayer of Your servant Hannah, providing for her an 
offspring, a son of Your promise, so come fill our emptiness with the hope of 
Your deliverance and grace, and grant us the joy of the friendship of Your 
Son; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
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Pastor: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that 
our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being 
defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
BENEDICAMUS  
 
Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.              
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  333          “Once He Came in Blessing” 
 
Be Seated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 
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SEASON OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
We begin the church year with an ending and a beginning. Advent is the season before 
Christmas during which we anticipate the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. It is in this Second Coming that He will judge the earth and raise all the dead. Those 
who have faith will be given their reward in heaven and live with Him eternally. Advent is a 
beginning as well. For we look forward to the time we celebrate Christ’s first advent, His birth 
on this earth, which we celebrate on Christmas day. The color for Advent is blue, which 
suggests hope for us while we wait. 
 

THE SYMBOLS OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
The evergreen wreath symbolizes eternal life in Christ. The candles are symbolic of Jesus 
Christ, the Light of the World. The act of lighting more candles each week anticipates the 
imminent coming of Christ. 
      Each candle has a specific meaning: 

1. Prophecy Candle announces a period of waiting for our Lord. – Hope 
2. Bethlehem Candle symbolizes preparing to receive the Christ Child. – Love 
3. Shepherd’s Candle symbolizes sharing of the news of Christ’s birth. The pink 

color is representative of their joy and witness to so great an event! – Joy 
4. Angels’ Candle symbolizes Christ’s final coming on Judgment Day when He will 

appear in glory with all His angels. – Peace 
5. Christ Candle is lit on Christmas Eve. This central candle signifies that the Light 

of the World, Jesus, has come. 
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HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHP 
       Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services – 5:00pm & 7:00pm   
       Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00pm 
       Christmas Day Worship with Holy Communion – 10:00am   
 

NEW YEAR'S EVE WORSHIP  
New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion – 7:00pm. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; Kathryn Layton; Elaine Long; Kayla Mathews Mock;  
Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; those with mental illness 

 
CANCER 

Tony Battle, Louie Carlton, Ann Hasenbank, Joanie Steptoe 
 

GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 
Pat & Gary Bradshaw; Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; family & friends of Billy Clardy; 

Greg Powell; Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; family of Pauline Williams 
 

OUR WITNESS 
Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 

 
OUR CONCERNS 

Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
12391 Mercy Blvd.      

Savannah, GA 31419     
 

phone 912-925-4839                 trinityoffice@bellsouth.net 
fax  912-925-4056           www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Jeff Webb, Pastor 

Jeff Lewis, Director of Music and Organist 
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant 

Jocelyn Willis, Nursery Attendant 
Helen Williams, Church Custodian 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
Tom Wayman, Head Elder 

Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards 

Todd Freesemann 

Scott Idleman 
Sonny Massey 

Rick Mizell 
Mark Waltz

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 

Bob Reynolds, Vice President 
Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 

Mike Fajen & Bud Gerdes, Board of 
Property Management 

Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 
Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, 
Financial Secretary, TLC Website  

Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 

Rosemary Gerdes, LWR Quilters 
Karen Hanovich, Sunday School 
Superintendent, TLC Marketing 

Lonna McEwen, LWML  
Lonna McEwen & Cindy Reynolds,  

Altar Guild 
Ron Wolfe, Hearts of Compassion 

Outreach
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