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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
New Year's Eve Service 
December 31, 2019  7:00 p.m. 

 
WELCOME TO TRINITY! 

 
Thank you for worshipping with us today. We want to know who you are, so please provide 

your contact information in the Friendship Book as it is passed during the Offertory. If you are 
visiting, honor us by signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.  

 
There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in 

either as you are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  
 

Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device. 
 

(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
Should you have a prayer request today, please fill out a Blue Card from the pew rack and 

place it on the Altar Rail before the Service begins. Pastor will gather them up at the 
beginning of the Service to include them in the Prayers of the Church following the sermon. 
Feel comfortable to kneel and offer your own silent prayers when you bring your cards to the 

Rail if you so desire. 
 

FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! Sometimes our littlest saints 

get a little rambunctious during the service. We invite you to use the Cry Room as to not 
disturb others. Our Cry Room, complete with children's activities and seating for parents and 

children, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. Parents can hear the service through the 
sound system. We want your children to feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the 

Trinity family! 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
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AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

The movement from one year to the next provides an opportunity for us to reflect 
on the year past and look forward to the coming year. As we reflect on the past, 
many of us will remember particular joys or sorrows. Most of us will have had 
many ordinary days as well. There have been times we have forgiven others and 
times we have been forgiven ourselves. In the midst of it all was God’s enduring 
love for us in Jesus. As we look forward to the coming year, we face unknowns. 
As one familiar prayer expresses, we face this new year “not knowing where we 
go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us.” In the 
coming year too, God’s enduring love will be present with us no matter what. For 
nothing “in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” With God’s enduring love behind us and ahead of us, we enter 
the new year as people called to love one another and our neighbors in ways that 
reflect the enduing love of God for us in Jesus. 
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NEW YEAR’S EVE 
God’s Enduring Love 

 
WELCOME 
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
Please Stand 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 
 
OPENING SENTENCES   
 
Pastor:  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
People:  the light no darkness can overcome. 
 
Pastor:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
People:  and the day is almost over. 
 
Pastor:  Let Your light scatter the darkness 
People: and illumine Your Church. 
 
HYMN  383              "A Great and Mighty Wonder"  
 

PSALMODY 
 
PSALM Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8 
 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
People:  Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things! 
 
Pastor:  His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 
People:  The LORD has made known His salvation; 
 
Pastor:  He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
People: He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel. 
 
Pastor:  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 
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as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
People: Lord Jesus, Your undimming light shines abundantly in our lives. Your 

light has made our dark days brighter and our light days brighter. We 
give You thanks for the brightness of Your goodness and glory in our 
lives. As Your perpetual light shines on us in the coming year, may we so 
reflect Your light in our community among our neighbors, that many will 
turn to You; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 
HYMN  733      “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING Isaiah 30: (8-14) 15-17 

(The prophet Isaiah warns the people of Israel 
about their refusal to listen to the Word of God.) 

 
8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet 
   and inscribe it in a book, 
that it may be for the time to come 
   as a witness forever. 
9For they are a rebellious people, 
   lying children, 
children unwilling to hear 
   the instruction of the LORD; 
10who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
   and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; 
speak to us smooth things, 
   prophesy illusions, 
11leave the way, turn aside from the path, 
   let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 
12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, 
“Because you despise this word 
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   and trust in oppression and perverseness 
   and rely on them, 
13therefore this iniquity shall be to you 
   like a breach in a high wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, 
   whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 
14and its breaking is like that of a potter’s vessel 
   that is smashed so ruthlessly 
that among its fragments not a shard is found 
   with which to take fire from the hearth, 
   or to dip up water out of the cistern.” 
15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
   in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
   therefore you shall flee away; 
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
   therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
   at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
   like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
like a signal on a hill. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING Romans 8:31b-39 

(Nothing separates us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.) 
 

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s 
elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 



 6 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For 
I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN  384      “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
 
Please Stand 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:35-40 

(Be alert, ready, and always watchful for His coming.) 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel from St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning,  
36and be like men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding 
feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 
37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I 
say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will 
come and serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds 
them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house 
to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour 
you do not expect.” 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Be Seated 
 
HYMN  392      “God Loves Me Dearly” 
 
SERMON                        “Eternally in God’s Love” Romans 8:31b-39 
 
Please Stand 
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APOSTLES' CREED  
 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
 Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
 and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 
 dead.  He ascended into Heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
 Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
 Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    Prayerful Refrain: “Great is Thy Faithfulness: LSB 809 
 
Pastor: Trusting that the Lord Jesus is even now interceding for us, let us pray for the 

Church, the world, and ourselves: 
People: “Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pastor: That the president, district presidents, pastors, teachers, and all servants of our 

Synod together collaborate with one another to lead us to be faithful witnesses 
to the love of Christ throughout the world, that petty divisions and profound 
differences alike be overcome during the coming year, that all churches look 
not only to their own needs, but to the needs of others: 

People: Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

 
Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
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All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pastor: That those who struggle with poor health, [especially . . .], find hope and 

encouragement in the promise that nothing shall separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus, that those who are lonely during this season of the year 
experience the presence of Christ in their lives, that the joy of family 
gatherings continue throughout the year as families love, nurture, forgive, and 
embrace one another, that those who mourn remember that even in the midst 
of the worst things in life we are more than conquerors through the Lord Jesus 
who loves us: 

People: Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside 

 
 Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pastor: In thanksgiving for those who have gone before us in the faith and now rest 

from their labors, that their example of faith, hope, and love spur us on to 
remain faithful to God, help us as we wait and watch for Christ’s return, and 
show us the way to love God and another as a witness to the power of the 
Gospel: 

People: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pastor: We commend to the Lord the year past, trusting in Jesus to forgive our sins 

and to help us to change. We look forward to the coming year as a time of 
grace, to grow in our faith in Christ and our love for God and for our 
neighbors. Trusting in Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever, let all 
God’s people say: 

People:  Amen. 
 
Be Seated 
 
OFFERING 
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SENDING 
 
Please Stand 
 
LORD’S PRAYER     Matthew 6:9-13 
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
         forever and ever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING SENTENCES 
 
Pastor:  Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping 
People:  that awake we may watch with Christ and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the (†) Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you. 
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  924      “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 
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TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God 

by the Altar Guild and the Congregation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; Kathryn Layton; Elaine Long; Kayla Mathews Mock;  
Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; those with mental illness 

 
CANCER 

Tony Battle, Louie Carlton, Joanie Steptoe 
 

GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 
Pat & Gary Bradshaw; Tony, Paige, & Jimmy Bradshaw; family & friends of Billy Clardy; 

Greg Powell; Paul, Priscilla, Keilani, & Kalena Sebay; family of Pauline Williams 
 

OUR WITNESS 
Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 

 
OUR CONCERNS 

Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
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TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
12391 Mercy Blvd.      

Savannah, GA 31419     
 

phone 912-925-4839                 trinityoffice@bellsouth.net 
fax  912-925-4056           www.trinitylutheransavannah.org 

 
 

STAFF 
Jeff Webb, Pastor 

Jeff Lewis, Director of Music and Organist 
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant 

Jocelyn Willis, Nursery Attendant 
Helen Williams, Church Custodian 

 
 

BOARD OF ELDERS 
Tom Wayman, Head Elder 

Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards 

Todd Freesemann 

Scott Idleman 
Sonny Massey 

Rick Mizell 
Mark Waltz

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 

Bob Reynolds, Vice President 
Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 

Mike Fajen & Bud Gerdes, Board of 
Property Management 

Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 
Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, 
Financial Secretary, TLC Website  

Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 

Rosemary Gerdes, LWR Quilters 
Karen Hanovich, Sunday School 
Superintendent, TLC Marketing 

Lonna McEwen, LWML  
Lonna McEwen & Cindy Reynolds,  

Altar Guild 
Ron Wolfe, Hearts of Compassion 

Outreach
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