
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lenten Midweek 5 

March 25, 2020  
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
Thank you for worshipping with us today. We look forward to worshipping together in person again as 

soon as it is prudent to do so.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in either as you 
are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

The trees of the Bible help us realize why we need a Savior, how God provided a Savior for 
us in the person of Jesus Christ, and how the saved lives of repentant believers look. Today 
we consider how God brings low the haughty and raises up the humble and repentant. Our 
Lord Jesus is like a sprig from the top of a cedar, “planted” by God (and risen) to become a 
new, glorious tree. Though those who rely on Him are seemingly insignificant, like a 
mustard seed, they grow as the Church to give shelter to all people who flock to our Lord 
and His gracious mercy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LENTEN MIDWEEK 5 
 

LIVING AMONG THE BIBLE’S TREES:  
TREE OF THE LORD’S PLANTING 

 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Please Stand 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 1:1-3; 96:12-13; Isaiah 61:1, 3  
 
Pastor:  Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD. 
People:  He is like a tree planted by streams of water. 
 
Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; . . . 
People:  that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD. 
 
Pastor:  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, 
People:  for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1, 3 
 
Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our heavenly Father. 
People: Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We have not 
produced spiritual fruit in keeping with the new life You have won for us. For the 
sake of Jesus’ sacrifice on the tree of the cross, grant us Your forgiveness. Restore 
us, O Lord God of hosts! Let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Amen. 

 
Pastor: After His triumph over Satan’s temptations in the wilderness, Jesus went to the 

synagogue in Nazareth and announced that the prophecy of Isaiah was being fulfilled in 
Him. The prophet had written, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the 
LORD has anointed Me . . . to grant to those who mourn in Zion . . . a beautiful headdress 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of 
a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 
He may be glorified.” 
 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
Be Seated 
 



FIRST READING    Ezekiel 17:11-24 
(God tells the prophet that the Lord will start the nation anew,  

like taking a sprig from a cedar to plant a new tree.) 
 

11Then the word of the LORD came to me: 12“Say now to the rebellious house, Do you not know 
what these things mean? Tell them, behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took her 
king and her princes and brought them to him to Babylon. 13And he took one of the royal 
offspring and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath (the chief men of the land he had 
taken away), 14that the kingdom might be humble and not lift itself up, and keep his covenant that 
it might stand. 15But he rebelled against him by sending his ambassadors to Egypt, that they might 
give him horses and a large army. Will he thrive? Can one escape who does such things? Can he 
break the covenant and yet escape? 

16“As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely in the place where the king dwells who made him 
king, whose oath he despised, and whose covenant with him he broke, in Babylon he shall die. 
17Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company will not help him in war, when mounds are 
cast up and siege walls built to cut off many lives. 18He despised the oath in breaking the 
covenant, and behold, he gave his hand and did all these things; he shall not escape. 19Therefore 
thus says the Lord GOD: As I live, surely it is my oath that he despised, and my covenant that he 
broke. I will return it upon his head. 20I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my 
snare, and I will bring him to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there for the treachery he 
has committed against me. 21And all the pick of his troops shall fall by the sword, and the 
survivors shall be scattered to every wind, and you shall know that I am the LORD; I have 
spoken.” 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will 
set it out. I will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant 
it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear 
branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; 
in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest. 24And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, 
and make the dry tree flourish. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 

 
Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING            Mark 4:30-32 

(The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.) 
 

30And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use 
for it? 31It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all 
the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants 
and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
 

Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY      Isaiah 11:1, 10; 1 Peter 2:24 
 
Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a Branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 



Pastor: In that day the Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples— 
of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious. 

People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 
Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a Branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 
HYMN  725         "Children of the Heavenly Father"  
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SERMON        "We Are a Tree of the Lord’s Planting"  
 
PSALM            Psalm 96:8-9 
 
Pastor:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 
People:  bring an offering, and come into His courts! 
 
Pastor:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
People:              tremble before Him, all the earth! 
 
Please Stand 
 
Please continue to bring your Offerings by mail, online, or by dropping them off at the church. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OFFERTORY 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Kneel or Be Seated 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, and people everywhere in their 

various needs. 
 
For everyone weighed down by their bondage to sin and an inability to stop sinning by 
thought, word, and deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, open 
their ears to hear the Gospel anew; free them to live before You in Your kingdom. 

 
Pastor: For everyone who has fallen prey to society’s distorted morality, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, surround 

them with faithful and caring members of the Body of Christ; call them back in 
repentance and hope. 

 
Pastor: For those who keep the peace at home or are deployed abroad, for those who provide care 

and guidance in relationships, finances, and health, and for those who respond to natural 
disasters and crises of various sorts, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, 
accompany them with Your Holy Spirit; protect them from harm, and give them 
wisdom in all circumstances. 

 
Pastor: For ourselves and the Church around the world as we seek to produce true spiritual fruit, 

let us pray to the Lord. 



People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, assure us 
that we are Your pleasant planting; forgive our errors, and send us to serve in 
faithfulness and love. 

 
Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to us for the 

sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
                                 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
COLLECT FROM SUNDAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though 
we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our 
needs of body and soul. 

People: Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for 
all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 

 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments 

People: and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; 

 



Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—who created you, forgave all your sins, and strengthens 

you for service in His kingdom—be upon you now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  707         "O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways" 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People:             Thanks be to God.  
 
Be Seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

With my voice I cry out to the Lord; with my voice I plead for mercy to the Lord. 
Psalm 142:1 



LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 
 
  Wednesdays in Lent (March 25; April 1):  

7:00pm Online Only 
  Palm Sunday (April 5):   8:30am Online Only 
  Maundy Thursday (April 9): 1:00 & 7:00pm 
  Good Friday (April 10):  3:00 & 7:00pm 
  Easter Sunday (April 12): Sunrise 6:30am 
      Festival Services 8:30 & 11:00am 
 
Please note we are planning to have an Online Only Worship Service for Palm Sunday. Pastor will decide 
about Easter as it gets closer. All schedules are subject to change depending on the COVID-19 situation. 

 
 
 
 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Barb Barbin; Debra Bjorkman; Peter Brownson; coronavirus patients; Anita Firster;  
John Osborne; Phillip Morrell; Beate Reintzell; Kimberley VanBelkum  

 
CANCER 

Tony Battle, Ricky Clark, Chuck Scribner 
 

GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 
family of Vik Andra; Kelli Lee; tornado victims in Nashville 

 
OUR WITNESS 

Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 
 

OUR CONCERNS 
Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 
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