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WELCOME TO TRINITY! 
Thank you for worshipping with us today. We look forward to worshipping together in person again as 

soon as it is prudent to do so.  
 

There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in either as you 
are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.  

 
 (†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Vision: 
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love 

 
Our Mission: 

Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,  
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AS WE GATHER TODAY 
 

The trees of the Bible help us realize why we need a Savior, how God provided a Savior for 
us in the person of Jesus Christ, and how the saved lives of repentant believers look. Today 
we consider how we are like the fruitless trees mentioned throughout the Bible. They cannot 
bear good fruit, for they are bad trees. Without God’s re-creating us, we are no better than 
the “brood of vipers” who opposed our Lord. But the Word of God, our new birth in Holy 
Baptism, and the forgiveness coming in the Sacrament of the Altar changes us to be good 
trees. And thus we are able to produce the good fruit of the Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LENTEN MIDWEEK 6 
 

LIVING AMONG THE BIBLE’S TREES:  
GOOD TREES BEARING GOOD FRUIT,  

BAD TREES BEARING BAD FRUIT 
 
 

PREPARATION 
 

Please Stand 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 1:1-3; 96:12-13; Isaiah 61:1, 3  
 
Pastor:  Blessed is the man whose delight is in the law of the LORD. 
People:  He is like a tree planted by streams of water. 
 
Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor; . . . 
People:  that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD. 
 
Pastor:  Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, 
People:  for He comes, for He comes to judge the earth. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        Psalm 80:19; Isaiah 61:1, 3 
 
Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our heavenly Father. 
People: Heavenly Father, we confess that we are bound to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have “eaten forbidden fruit” in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We have not 
produced spiritual fruit in keeping with the new life You have won for us. For the 
sake of Jesus’ sacrifice on the tree of the cross, grant us Your forgiveness. Restore 
us, O Lord God of hosts! Let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Amen. 

 
Pastor: After His triumph over Satan’s temptations in the wilderness, Jesus went to the 

synagogue in Nazareth and announced that the prophecy of Isaiah was being fulfilled in 
Him. The prophet had written, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the 
LORD has anointed Me . . . to grant to those who mourn in Zion . . . a beautiful headdress 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of 
a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that 
He may be glorified.” 
 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 



Be Seated 
 
FIRST READING    Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

(The fruit of the Spirit stands in contrast to the works of the flesh.) 
 

1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 

the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that 
you are not consumed by one another. 

16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires 
of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 
dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned 
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 

25If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  
 

Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING            Matthew 7:15-20 

(People can be recognized by their fruits.) 
 

15[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves.  
16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? 17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18A healthy 
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 
 

Lector:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSORY      Isaiah 11:1, 10; 1 Peter 2:24 
 
Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

and a Branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 
Pastor: In that day the Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples— 

of Him shall the nations inquire, and His resting place shall be glorious. 
People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
 
 



Pastor: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
and a Branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

People: Christ Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

 
HYMN  527         "O Savior, Precious Savior"  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Public domain 
 

SERMON            "God Changes Us"  
 
Psalm               Psalm 96:8-9 
 
Pastor:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; 
People:  bring an offering, and come into His courts! 
 
Pastor:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
People:              tremble before Him, all the earth! 
 
Please continue to bring your Offerings by mail, online, or by dropping them off at the church. 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERTORY 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Kneel or Be Seated 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor: Let us pray for the Church here and around the world, and people everywhere in their 

various needs. 
 
For everyone weighed down by their bondage to sin and an inability to stop sinning by 
thought, word, and deed, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, open 
their ears to hear the Gospel anew; free them to live before You in Your kingdom. 

 
Pastor: For everyone who has fallen prey to society’s distorted morality, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, surround 

them with faithful and caring members of the Body of Christ; call them back in 
repentance and hope. 

 
Pastor: For those who keep the peace at home or are deployed abroad, for those who provide care 

and guidance in relationships, finances, and health, and for those who respond to natural 
disasters and crises of various sorts, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, 
accompany them with Your Holy Spirit; protect them from harm, and give them 
wisdom in all circumstances. 

 
 
 
 



Pastor: For ourselves and the Church around the world as we seek to produce true spiritual fruit, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

People: For the sake of Christ’s sacrifice on the tree of the cross, heavenly Father, assure us 
that we are Your pleasant planting; forgive our errors, and send us to serve in 
faithfulness and love. 

 
Pastor: These and any other things You would have us ask, heavenly Father, grant to us for the 

sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9-13 
 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
                                 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please Stand 
 
COLLECT FROM SUNDAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, by Your great goodness 

People: mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore 
in body and soul; 

 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments 

People: and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; 

 



Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—who created you, forgave all your sins, and strengthens 

you for service in His kingdom—be upon you now and forever. 
People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN  702         "My Faith Looks Up to Thee" 
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DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
People:             Thanks be to God.  
 
Be Seated 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Lord has heard my plea. 
Psalm 6:9 



 
LENT & EASTER SCHEDULE 

 
  Palm Sunday (April 5):  10:00am Online Only 
  Maundy Thursday (April 9): 7:00pm Online Only 
  Good Friday (April 10):  7:00pm Online Only 
  Easter Sunday (April 12): 10:00am Online Only 

 
Please note we are planning to have Online Only Worship Services (on Facebook & YouTube) at least 

through Easter.  
Palm Sunday and Easter services will be at 10:00am out of consideration  

for the health of Jeff Lewis, who is in the high-risk category,  
so that he may be able to play the organ for these two services.  

All schedules are subject to change depending on the COVID-19 situation. 
 

 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
(Please help us keep the prayer list updated) 

 
HEALTH 

Barb Barbin; Debra Bjorkman; Daniela Bringman; Peter Brownson; coronavirus patients; Anita Firster; 
John Osborne; Kimberley VanBelkum  

 
CANCER 

Tony Battle, Ricky Clark, Harold LaMarr, Chuck Scribner 
 

GUIDANCE & STRENGTH 
Kelli Lee; tornado victims in Nashville 

 
OUR WITNESS 

Let us proclaim Jesus Christ is risen to all! 
 

OUR CONCERNS 
Raise up those, Lord, who would serve Your Church. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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Steve Bellmoff 
Bill Edwards (E - Ge) 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
Steve Bellmoff, President 
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Lois Lucas, Secretary 

Karl Schumacher, Treasurer 
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education 

Tom Wayman, Board of Elders 
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism 
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Sharon Grefski, Board of Social Ministry 

Rick Mizell, Board of Stewardship, Financial Secretary, TLC Website 
Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth 

 
 

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS 
Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog 
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers 
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