TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Thanksgiving Eve

November 24, 2021 7:00 p.m. Communion Service
WELCOME TO TRINITY!
Thank you for worshiping with us today, whether at home or in person. Those joining us in person who
are not fully COVID-19 vaccinated are asked to wear masks, especially when singing and when coming
forward for communion. Please follow the instructions given by Pastor and the ushers to maintain a
healthy environment for all present.
There are times in our worship service where we stand or kneel. Feel free to participate in either as you
are able or feel comfortable to remain seated.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request during communion services. Please speak to the pastor
before service if you wish to receive the host in this form.
Please ask an usher should you require a hearing assistance device.
(†) ~ Those who wish may make the sign of the Cross in remembrance of their Baptism.
RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
If you are not a member of Trinity Lutheran Church, we ask that you speak with the pastor prior to the
service before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
REQUESTS FOR PRAYER
Prayer requests may be emailed to trinityoffice@bellsouth.net or to pastorjeffwebb@yahoo.com.
FOR PARENTS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
We are delighted that you have brought your child to worship! We invite you to use the Cry Room as a
courtesy to others if your little one gets a little rambunctious. Our Cry Room, complete with seating and
children's activities, is located at the back of the Sanctuary. The service can be heard through the sound
system. We hope your children feel glad they were here and that they are a part of the Trinity family!

Our Vision:
Growing in God’s Word to Share Christ’s Love
Our Mission:
Led by God, equipped as disciples through Word and Sacrament,
we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach out with the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all.

AS WE GATHER TODAY
As we gather on this Thanksgiving, we give thanks for the land in which we live, where we
can freely exercise our religious beliefs. We also take time to remember the land God gave
Adam and Eve—a land that was perfect before their fall into sin. There’s also the Promised
Land that God led the Israelites to after releasing them from slavery and the land of our
religious forefathers in Germany, the land of the Reformation. This was a land our
forefathers left to find religious freedom in America. We are thankful for this freedom as we
celebrate the freedom that is ours because Jesus rescued us from our slavery to sin through
His atoning sacrifice on the cross.

DAY OF THANKSGIVING
God’s Grace at Work

PRELUDE “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” arr. John A. Behnke
WELCOME
CHIMING OF THE HOUR
 PREPARATION 
Please Stand

HYMN 809 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012151.

INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of God the Father,
who created us,

Pastor:
People:

in the name of God  the Son,
who by His blood has redeemed us,

Pastor:
People:

and in the name of God the Holy Spirit,
who made our bodies to be His own holy temple and gives us that same faith that
bestows God’s grace at work. Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 104:24, 27–28, 30, 33

People:

O LORD, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom have You made them all; the earth is
full of Your creatures.
These all look to You, to give them their food in due season.

Pastor:
People:

When You give it to them, they gather it up;
when You open Your hand, they are filled with good things.

Pastor:
People:

When You send forth Your Spirit, they are created, and You renew the face of the
ground.
I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;

Pastor:

I will sing praise to my God while I have being.

Pastor:

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:

1 Timothy 2:1, 4

As we gather in this land on Thanksgiving, we confess to God how we struggle to be
thankful with our thoughts, words, and actions.

Silence for personal confession
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Creator God, You made Adam and Eve in Your image and placed them in the Garden of
Eden, giving them dominion over every living thing. In their rebellion, they were banished
from the garden. Though we have been re-created through the waters of Baptism, our
rebellious sinful nature still leads us away from Your way. Forgive us, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Redeeming God, You freed the children of Israel from slavery to Egypt and led them to
the Promised Land. You have freed us from our slavery to sin, yet like the Israelites, we
struggle to live in that freedom and instead fall back into being slaves to our sinful nature.
Forgive us, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Gracious Lord, You led our forefathers to this land, where they could enjoy being able to
worship You freely. As we live here today, there are times when we do not choose to

People:
Pastor:

People:

enjoy this freedom. We neglect Your Word and Your Sacraments, the Means by which
You grant us Your grace. Forgive us, Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
God’s grace is at work among us as we gather this day. Because of Jesus, God
graciously forgives us all our sins. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His
steadfast love endures forever. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

 WORD 
KYRIE
Pastor:
People:

O Lord,
have mercy.

Pastor:
People:

O Christ,
have mercy.

Pastor:
People:

O Lord,
have mercy.

HYMN OF PRAISE 895

Public domain

“Now Thank We All Our God”

SALUTATION
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:

Let us pray.

People:

Almighty God, You have graciously guided Your people to lands unseen in the past and
have strengthened and prospered them. We thank You for giving us life in our country.
As you have led, guided, and provided for Your people throughout history, we ask You to
graciously do that for us as well; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be Seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Deuteronomy 8:1–10
(God’s instructions for His people as they prepare to enter the Promised Land)

1“The

whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that you may
live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give to your fathers.
2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in
the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether
you would keep his commandments or not. 3And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you
with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know
that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of
the LORD. 4Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years.
5Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you.
6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and by
fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of
fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines
and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat
bread without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of
whose hills you can dig copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your
God for the good land he has given you.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

1 Timothy 2:1–4

(Give thanks for all.)

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet
life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our
Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

Lector:
People:

Please Stand

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

VERSE

Psalm 136:1

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Alleluia.
Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.
Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
Pastor:
People:

Luke 17:11–19 (Jesus healed ten lepers, and only one thanked Him.)

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
11On

the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee.
as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and lifted up
their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them he said to them,
“Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15Then one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16and he fell
on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered,
“Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18Was no one found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?” 19And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you
well.”
12And

Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Be Seated

HYMN OF THE DAY 966 “Before You, Lord, We Bow”

5

And when in pow’r He comes,
Oh, may our native land
From all its rending tombs
Send forth a glorious band,
A countless throng,
With joy to sing

To heav’n’s high King
Salvation’s song!
Public domain

SERMON
Please Stand

CREED

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one LORD Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men
and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the LORD and Giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Kneel or Be Seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs. Thank You, Lord,
for food, health, clothing, and our homes.
Thank You, Lord,
for the many freedoms we enjoy in this land.

Pastor:
People:

Thank You, Lord,
for leaders, teachers, preachers, family, and friends.

Pastor:
People:

Thank You, Lord,
for the gifts You give to Your Church,

Pastor:
People:

Thank You, Lord,
for Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, forgiveness, grace, hope, and Your Word.

Silence for giving thanks to God
Pastor:
People:

Thank You, Lord, for Jesus Christ, Your only Son, through whom You give us the gifts of
forgiveness and eternal life in Your kingdom.
Thanks be to God. Amen!

Be Seated

OFFERING
HYMN 806 “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”

© 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012151.

 SACRAMENT 
The Sacrament, or Lord's Supper, is a special gift from God that brings us into personal communion with
Jesus Christ. "In, with and under" the bread and wine we receive His body and blood for forgiveness and
renewal. If you are a repentant sinner, come to the table expecting to receive God's wonderful gifts for
you!
Communicants will take their own wine cups as they are passed. Those requiring non-alcoholic grape
juice will take the cups with white grape juice from the middle of the tray.
Remain Seated

OUR EXAMINATION
Pastor:

In preparation for Holy Communion, St. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29,
“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine
himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and
drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.” So that we
may properly examine ourselves prior to receiving the Lord’s Supper, I ask you to reflect
on these questions:
•
•
•

Do you repent of all your sins of thought, word and deed?
Do you believe that Jesus Christ is your only Savior from all sin, Satan and death?
Do you believe that the Risen Christ is really present in the Sacrament and that in, with,
and under the bread and wine you receive His true Body and Blood?

If you answer in faith "Yes!" to these questions, and are properly instructed, you are
invited to come forward and partake of the LORD'S Supper during Distribution. If you are
unable to answer yes to any of these questions, you are invited to come forward, cross
your arms as Pastor approaches you and receive a blessing. By your coming forward,
"You proclaim the LORD'S death until He comes."
Please Stand

PREFACE

2 Timothy 4:22

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, who made a covenant with Your people to give them
a land and make them a holy nation, a holy priesthood, a people belonging to You. In
Your mercy and grace, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who had mercy on us

and gave Himself up for us on the cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from
eternal death and given us a life in Your kingdom forever. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

People:

Holy are You, O Lord, God Almighty, for You have not only created this world and
everyone in it, but You also sent Your Son to redeem it. As we gather at Your Table, we
receive the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, which was poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins as it comes to us in, with, and under bread and wine for us to eat
and drink. Grant that this bread of heaven and cup of salvation strengthen our faith and
lead us to live lives of thankfulness in response to Your grace.
Thanks be to God. Amen!

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Pastor:

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
Pastor:

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

People:
Pastor:

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and
to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

PAX DOMINI
Pastor:
People:

AGNUS DEI

Be Seated

The peace of the LORD be with you always.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN 617

“O Lord, We Praise Thee”

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012151.
Public domain

HYMN 893 “Sing to the Lord of Harvest”

Public domain

COMMUNION BLESSING
Please Stand

NUNC DIMITTUS

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING Psalm 106:1
Pastor:
People:

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
for His steadfast love endures forever!

Pastor:

We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, for the blessings You have given us to eat and
drink in the Sacrament. You give us all good things through Your promises. We praise
You for removing our sins and strengthening our faith by the Holy Supper. Move us to
rejoice always in Your many gifts; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

People:

BENEDICTION

Psalm 67:1; Numbers 6:24–26

Pastor:
People:

May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make His face to shine upon us.

Pastor:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

People:

HYMN 822 vv. 1, 4

“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”

Public domain

Be Seated

POSTLUDE

“Now Thank We All Our God”

arr. Robert A. Hobby

TO THE GLORY OF GOD

The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God.

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in Him my heart trusts, and I am helped;
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to Him.
Psalm 28:7

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

ASKING A BLESSING AND RETURNING THANKS
The following prayers are contained in Luther’s Small Catechism as ways to ask for a pre-meal blessing
and return thanks following the meal. Consider incorporating these as part of your Thanksgiving
celebration.
Asking a Blessing
The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, and say:
The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your
hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16)
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:
Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful
goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Returning Thanks
Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say:
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He
provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength of
the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their
hope in His unfailing love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11)
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:
We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Part 4. Copyright © 2015 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

HAPPENING AT TRINITY
MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP
Wednesday Worship Services – December 1, 8, and 15 at 1:00 & 7:00 p.m.
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service – 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship with Holy Communion – 7:00 p.m.
THERE IS NO CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP THIS YEAR
NEW YEAR'S EVE WORSHIP
Friday, December 31 at 7:00 p.m.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
12391 Mercy Blvd
Savannah, GA 31419

phone 912-925-4839
trinityoffice@bellsouth.net
fax 912-925-4056
www.trinitylutheransavannah.org
Contact Pastor: 717-333-6263; pastorjeffwebb@yahoo.com
STAFF
Jeff Webb, Pastor
Traci Schumacher, Administrative Assistant
Helen Williams, Church Custodian
BOARD OF ELDERS
Mark Waltz, Head Elder (Br – D)
Bill Edwards (E - Ge)
Mike Fajen (K – Ma)
Todd Freesemann (Go - J)
Sonny Massey (A - Bo)
Rick Mizell (Mc - P)
Bob Reynolds (Q – S)
Tom Wayman (T - Z)
CHURCH COUNCIL
Robert Reynolds, President
Kip Wiltse, Vice President
Ann Waltz, Secretary
Karl Schumacher, Treasurer
Jennifer Wolfe, Board of Education
Mark Waltz, Board of Elders
Chris Garretson, Board of Evangelism
Doug Masini, Board of Property Management
Karen Hanovich, Board of Social Ministry
Kip Wiltse, Board of Stewardship
Rick Mizell, Financial Secretary, TLC Website
Bob Hanovich, Board of Youth

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERS

Cindy Baldwin, Comfort Dog Top Dog
Jackie Deemer, Director of TLC Singers
Rosemary Gerdes, Quilters
Karen Hanovich, TLC Marketing
Lonna McEwen, LWML & Altar Guild
Rose Pitt, Prayer Team
Kim Stillman, Sunday School Superintendent
Ron Wolfe, Hearts of Compassion Outreach

